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INTRODUCTION. 



«* The Liberty of the Prcfs Is our only rcfourcc. It will com- 

** mand an audience, when every honed man in the Kingdom 

^* is excluded. This glorious privilege may be a fecurity to the 

*' King, as well as a refourcc to his People." 

Junius. 

J- HE follctaing Curfory Remarks have been 
thrown together within a very limited /pace oj 
time^ under the prejfure of much avdcation^ and 
during the intervals of Duty^ by no means conge-' 
nial to any fort of literary arrangement. They 
have infenfibly grown to a larger fize than the au* 
ihor ever intended they fhould^ and are the off- 
fpring of many obfervations founded upon FaBs 
which f till exifl. But they are brought forward ndt 
fo much to criminate the Leaders in Government 
for the palpable abvfes of their Servants, as to 

rovft 
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( Iv ) 
under tb^ influence of timidity idfo high a degree 
that he woidd rather he depritxed cf life then fuffer 
the aftiputation of a mortified U.mh^ it is humanity 
ia defpife his fears by enforcing the operation* 
That this ^fimile would Jipld good in almojl every 
ftuaiion.of the body politic no man could deny 
were not the alarms of the country offo complin 
cated a nature that the very fhadow of energetic 
remonftrance on the fide of the people^ will be rea^ 
dily conflruedinio open infurreSion. Perfecution^-^ 
i wifhi could ufe a milder term^eems pofled at 
the entrance ofalmoji every oJp,ce not only to pre* 
vent\correBion'but to punifli inveftigation. With 
afentry of thai f or i^ corruption fits, plumed within 
the limits of its . own indulgence and ridicules the 
admonitions of men who ^ by a candid comparifon 
cf events and caufes^ endeavour to obviate eJfeSs^ 

Such is the honejl purport of the following Ad^ 
drefs — U is not to criminate Government hut to 
convince themembers of it that they as well as the 
refl of mdAkind may be deceived; and that how* 

' ever 



( V ) 

tva- eiccellent the Conflitution be in Theory, the mojl 
inveterate exnls muji unavoidably follow the mi/up-- 
plication of its priniiples in praBice. Wkateotr arm 
guments inter eft or fear fnay adduce to put off a rom 
tional Reformation of acknowiedgei abufes^ n9»e^ 
I prefume^ can be brought forward that will render 
it either dangerous or fuperfluous to enforce the 
praBice of thofe regulations and laws which con^ 
ftitute ikeefence af^a(;h feparate Eflablifhmeni. 
Whether ikey are ar^wered in the Militia the\few 
curfity remarks which aft occafiondlly interfpcrfed 
in'thefMoiaingxoork wilidifcoverv and it, may 
likewife appear whether a coincidence of circum^^ 

fiances i allied ta tk^famexl^rruptipns which hdve 
funk our neighbours in anarchy and bloody mighl 

not beprezfcntedby AfecfpnahU removal of th^m^ 

.1 •* . . 

The idea of a reform has been rendered terrific 

lecaufe afudden annihilation of overgrown politic 

cal evils was propofed before the temperate iuvef 

tigation ofrelative.abufes had been cautioufly ^con^ 

fidered. Every fenfible and well informed man 

mnftfcel thci.t theprefent hour is not calculateifor 

an 
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^nimmediaU changt,infa im^riant aJyjUm as 
the reprcjtnialion oftkt Land; but will the mofi 
-ignvrant affcQ tajay thdtanls. mkich come witAm 
the cognizance of its members arc there/on to be 
patiently endured? The tifp and railing of a Bridge 
ifiay furefy be increajci^ diminifhed or adorned 
without meddling with the Centre JrcL f Tke cri^ 
tical'dikmma into zvMch this country is thrown 
has been occafiatudiy one party gra/ping too large 
an obftB-for unqudl^drefarmjui^n at onee^ and by 
the otlfcr not^ having virtue or re/blufion eno^h to 
make gradual amendmenis. Heuce that re^dy ac^ 
qutefcence. to every fpecies of Affociaiion agavnjt 
the trite and hacAnied term of levelling Philp/cpky ; 
and hence that lamenidhle mijirujl which has' dim 
vided from each other theJincereJtweRwtfkers to 
their country. So dificult is it to ejlabiijh confi- 
dence where Interejt^ Tear or Prejudice' prevaiL 
Uninfluenced by any one ofihethree^-^^asfardt 
Uajl as my own perfonat conjiderations can extend 
I ant free to fay that'ffiefe: Sheets go iniotJie World 
accompanied by fails which are introduced with 
impartiality. They are addre/fed to a mam, whofe 

whole: 



( vii ) 
whole tcnour of life has been uniformly marked iy 
the noblefl impulje of unaffeSed Patriotifm ; and 
whofe peculiar Jituation at this juncture corrobo- 
rates the opinion which every one mufl have derived 

from his acknowledged abilities^ both as a Soldier 
and a Senator. To HimthefubJeS mti/l be intere/l- 
ing becaufe it was from him that the frjl enquiry 
came into the expenditure of public money. Whe* 
ther it may be his fate and the confequentgoodfor^ 
tune of the country to have the unravelling of the 

fame intricate bufinefs continued^ time only and the 
events of war will fhew. But whether they fhould 
or not^ the importance of the SubjeS will befuf 

fciently preJRng to call forth the exertions offuch 
men as are neither flaggered into an apathy to 
public Duty by created fears ^ nor fwayed by pri^ 
vate lucre. 

To thofefew therefore^ and to ihoft only^ who 

place the welfare of a commercial country^ not in the 

flfength of military fpeculation or artificial qredit. 

but in the f olid uninterrupted growth of property ^ 

thefe defultory gbfervations are fubmitted* Should 

thij 
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they provoke enquiry, the principal objeH for zvhkk 
they were written will be completely anfwered— 
With regard to arty perfonal offence which may be 
taken from the freedom of remark^ the Author. pre- 
fumes tofay^ witKgut arrogating to hirnfelfany pecu,n^ 
liar [hare of knowledge, fpir it or perfeverance ^ 
thcLt he means to continue his rejiarches infpite of 
every obflacle or imagined infult thatfpite or malice 
may fuggefl. We are^ thank God, arrived at an age ^ 
when individuals'-call them Philofophers or by any . 
other name-'^not only promulgate opinions for tl\e 
good of their fellow creatures, unconneSed with par- 
ties^ but when truth (indreafon are r(iagnanimgvfly 
fupported dt the rifk of perfonal fec^rity— The 

Dulce et decorum fro Patridtnori was thefSitieus 
maxim of an antient flatterer \ to be exiled or to ev^n 

heled to the Scaffold and to fmile at death, in the con^ 
fcioufnefs of being right, is the real one of modern 
virtue. Among the flrange and novel principles 
which have appeared in the Revolution of France ^ 
one has certainly prevailed which, for Jlrengtk of 
thought and energy qfa8ion,far outdoes antiquity^ 

. Wrir 



WriUrs and Legi ators have been found mho havt 

praElically Jhewn that minds, under the influence 

of conviBion^ will face all the calamities of life and 

, vindicate opinion in the aSual certainty /fDeath,*^ 

* On the 29th of November 1792 the Author had oc- 
€a(ion to bearpcrfonal tcfllmony to the truth of this pb* 
fervation. Rabaud pe St. Etiennf, (who was beheaded 
the 6ih pf December, 1793,) ^^^^^ ^°™* converfation re- 
lative to Revolutioni in general, but to Faflions in par. 
ticuiar which are always their concomirants, concluded by 
faying *^ it is pofilble that the beft wellwifhers to their 
•* counkfy may fall before the Revolution is pcrfeftly 
" fettled ; If it Ihould be my fate to pcrifh in fo honour- 
** able a caufej mankind will find me one of the few who 
" write and aa alike— The fame unOiaken fleadinefs which 
*' has Cjarried me through every poluical Storm, from the 
** (irft National AlFembly down to the prefent Convention, 
<' will, I hope, accompany roe to the ScaiTold/' In the 
death of this zealous and indefatigable advocate for civil 
Liberty the political world has fuffered an irreparable iofs. 
The continuation of his HiAory of the Revolution, (the 
firfl pari of which is fold at Debrcti*s, Piccadilly;) would 
h^ve placed a variety of queftionable events in the clearcfl 
)ight«^But as all his papers were ordered to be burnt, it 

Never' 
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NevtrthtUfs^ I am far from wifhing to infinu-* 
aU that the following colleElion of comparative 
Remarks is fcnt into the world by an unqualified 
impulfe of defiance : or that, hecaufe I attack the 

abufes offituations, I throw down the gauntlet for 
driy individual who may think himfelf injured or 
infulted by belonging to them. At the fame time 
I am free to declare that, as the fear of producing 
private offence, frixmte injury or private difap^ 
pointment fhall never induce me to withhold public 
wrongs, the dread of refentmentfrom one orjfiany^ 
will, Itrufi, have little infiuence over Of mind which 
is prepared for every extreme of either. 

is more than probable thatfhofe manufcripts bare been 
Hkewife deftroyed. If his friend and fecretary fhould 
Eave efcapedy there are hopes however to the contrary ; 
and it may be the Author's good fortune, (from his ac« ' 
quaintance with him, and the poffibih'ty of meeting fome 
time or other,) to fend them into public in a faithful 
authenticated manner^— The unfortunate writer himfelf 
was well known to Mrs, Barbauld, formerly Mifs Aickin* 
The correfpondence of two fuch tnind s if given to the 
World, muil inllru£l h. 
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INTRODUCTORY REMARKS, 



To the Right Hon. the Earl of Moira, 



D/CERE rtnOM QUrS FITAT t 



My Lord, 



I 



F it were in the charafler of a 
man, whom a certain worthy Mar- 
quis once condefcended to call, with 
the moft fatisfaftory irony, One of 
thofe lad men who/peak and xoritc their 
fentiments^^ to flatter Rank and adu^ 

* At a public ball which Lord Townfhend gave to 
the inhabitants of Yarmouth, in O^^lobcr laft, and to 
which the officers belonging to Hopton and Caiftor 

A. late 
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late Nobility, I know no family, on 

the reprefentative of which I could 
fo largely expatiate as upon that of 
the Rawdons, and no individual 
to whofc private good qualities as 
well ^s public virtues, I would fo 
readily pay my tribute of admira* 
tion as to your own. But I had ra-* 
ther run the hazardof being thought 
too blunt, than expofq-ifiy felf to the 
juft reproach of every honeft man 
by facrificing truth to compliment* 
Thefe are not times, my Lord, for flat- 
tery to conceal national naisfortunesi, 
or for candour to withdraw becau.fe 

camps were invited, his Lordihij) a^ccoiled the Author 
in the mannei above inentioned, and received for an* 
fwer, ^^Thqt if to write and/peak one*s fentiments conftilut^ 
td a badfnany his Lord/hip tnufi be bad indeed^ Jcr thai hp 
had always both pfrittcn fmdfpoktn his Sentiments, *' 

crooked 



C 5 3 

the crooked policy of a few rendert 
it dangerous to undeceive the many. 



There is an inveteracy of evil a* 
triOftgft us which ftands in need of 
the fharpeft probe ; and events hour- 
ly prove that fuperficial corrctlions 
in government, like temporary alle- 
viations from medicine, only contri- 
bute to that increafing diftemper 
which muft foon or late get the bet- 
ter of expedients. 



We are arrived at an epoch, my 
Lord, round which impenetVable 
darknefs hangs, and in the womb of 
which unprecedented horrours are 
impregnated. — -Thefe are not the 
gloomy fuggeftions of folitary difaf- 

feftion. 
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fection, nor the artful didates of poli- 
tical ingenuity; they are obfervations 
drawn from the refult of comparative 
refleftion ; and thoughts in theory 
which our diftrafted neighbours havQ 
lamentably proved in praftice. 

Hiflory, my Lord, through all its 
hoary records, does not furnifh one 
example to which the thinking man 
may refort to ftrengthen reafon by 
analogy. France alone ftands un- 
connected with precedent and leaves 
antiquity to all the labyrinths of 
puzzling conjefture. Kingdoms have 
been overthrown, religions have 

been altered. For every nation, 

whether civilized or barbarous, has 
had a Deity to worlhip. — And vari- 
ous 
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t)us governments have fucceeded to 

one another : But the means were 
only changed by gradual innovati- 
ons, without entirely deftroying the 
original objeft of fociety.l If fcep- 
tres were wrefted from the hands of 
tyrants, it was perhaps for no other 
purpofe than to fhift the diadem ; if 
governments were diffolved, it was 
only to ameliorate imperfeft inftitu- 
lions, to renovate old parts, and by 
the fubftitution of new ones to ren- 
der the political fabric more capable 
of bearing the Ihpcks and outrages of 
time ; and if Religion (until the pre- 
fent century, the fecret fpring of ac- 
tion in every civilized country) had 
her (hare in the viciffitudes of human 
things, it was only to arrive at the 

fame 
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fame point by direfting the com^ 
pafs of enquiry to different lati^ 
tudes: But amidfl the flupendout 
crafli of Monarchy befote us, amidft 
the blood and defolation which 
inark its fragments, and in the entire 
diffolution of what had ftood the teft 
of above fourteen Hundred years e* 
ftablifliment, there is not a path to 
be found where hiftory may repair 
and reafon on futurity. It is a chaos 
fo in^pervious to human intelle6fe, that 
as Time advances, his fey the feems 
to cut down every veftige of anti* 
quity to prepare an univerfal wafte 
on which new opinions may rife as 
faft as old ones perilh. 

This, my Lord, is a faint but me- 
lancholy fketchofa revolution which 

Minifters 



C 9 ] 

Kfinifters feem determined to fubdue 
at the expence of our pureft blood, 
and for which every vital of the land 
mufl he exhauflred. 

* Without entering into the good o* 
bad policy of our prefent hoftilities, 
let us ferioufly look to that fimilarity 
and coincidence of things which 
xnay afford precaution to ourfelves. 

His Majefiy's late proclamation 
fufSciently proves the contrite ftate 
of thofe men, who, after the evacua- 
tion of Holland, were ftill inflexibly 

♦The reader will be plcafed to rccolleft that this ad- 
drcfs was wholly written before it was publickljr 
known that the Earl of Moiva wotold aQcept of his pre- 
(pnt command*— -Fortunately for the many hundreds 
who love and value him, he has done it with honour 
jind confiflency ; Nun(][uam difp^r fibi. 

bent 
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bent upon giving laws to a people 
with whofe internal fyftem of go- 
vernment they had publickly pledg- 
ed themfelves never to interfere. But 
the policy of modern councils feems 
calculated to coalefce with palpable 
Contradiftion. The Public mind is 
no fooner juggled into abelicf of do- 
meftic troubles and infurreftions, 
than the Bugbear of a foreign Treaty 
is produced to reconcile it to the 
moft lamentable wafte of blood and 
treafure abroad, and the moft gloomy 
fcene of mutilated Trade at Home, 
Poverty, my Lord, fits, like a fcreech- 
owl that forebodes National misfor- 
tune, upon every manufafture of the 
Country ; and while the Opulent 
are partially fubfcribing a few flan- 
nel waiftcoats for our bleeding coun- 
try- 
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tjymen in Flandersi the nerves an<l 
fioiews of the Laiid are hourly waft- 
iiig^ and blank difguft is feen where 
fpirit^induflty and fpeculationfhould 
exift. 



Thus far I have indulged the fug- 
geftions of a mind which, for the laft 
five years, has narrowly watched the 
political ftate of Europe ; which has 
vifited the fhocks of the prefent Re- 
volution, not like a Knight-errant in 
chivalry, by humouring reports at 
home, but by intimately mixing in 
tlie troubled fcenes abroad, and 
which, in fpite of obloquy, has uni- 
formly maintained opinions founded 
Upon perfonal obfervation againft the 
circulated falfhoods of intereft and 
mifinterpretation ; which, in a word, 

B. has 
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has fubmitted to be thought *inhu* 
man becaufe it could not be unjuft;. 
and to f aerifice the good wiflies of pri- 
vate friendfhip, becaufe it would not 
give up public candour. 



To proceed, therefore, my Lord^ 
from a train of reafoning which has 
hitherto been confined to generali- 
ties, allow me the liberty to dire6t 
your Lordftiip's mind to a more par- 
ticular but not lefs important f ubjett, 
as it is materially connefted with the . 
foregoing obfervations. A fubjeft, 
my Lord, which muft be peculiarly 
interefting to you becaufe it is arriv- 

♦The autlior alludes to the many falfe conftruftiong 
wrhich have reached him relative to his Extenuation of 
tht Condu6i of the French Revotutioni/ts^ be£E>rc the exe- 
cution of Louis the xvu 
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iiig out of the obfcurity of neglec- 
ted infancy., at improving manhood, 
and may be effentially beneficial if 

X 

properly cpndu^led ; I mean the Mi- 
litia of Grieat Britain ! 



' ^ ■-/ . 



The enormoiisexpenditure of pub- 
lic property to fupport our conteft 
with an exafperated people, who are 
combating for new opinions and are 
unanimous in their entire abjuration 
of the old^ cannot be a matter of in* 
diflference to any thin|eing Englifh- 
jnan* And 4s the Militia is by np 
means an inconiiderablle addition to 
the Taxes which Continental War^ 
invariably bring forward, it is incum- 
bent upon wrery true well-wiflier to 
his country fcrupuloufly to weigh 

not 



1 
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not only the ca,ufe of i tfi^t iacreafe 

but its eventual benefits. ; 



A. J J 



The Line, my Lord^ (a tcnxi per- 
haps invidioufly adopts to crfedte 
diflinftions where there fhould be an 
unanimous fpirit ^je^ co^^o^Ti^ppn) 
has hitherto bieen IpQj^ed-iupQfl. ia£i 4 

Frofeffion in which Honour amd. !£^ 
molumeiit are joindy to b^obXaiflaecLi 
nor has one of ithe imoA ierviceable 
Corps in Grea* Britain, (thQ-Mariiiiei^ 
till very lately, ha^ fhatjufticedon^ 
to them which theikobfe^*?tertio»is> 
Sn the hour of iminerit''^«iiigef, mc- 

tit. • - '" '"•■•' '^ '■'■■'' -''^ 



-There has bee© a jealomfy ofBaolt 
apd Situation that every Soldier 41: 
heart muft pity and defpife. Infular 

as 
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as we arc by iaatare «Ki xximmcrcidl 

4rom difpofitiori, it is a folly which 
JOOQC but fools willcherifh to aim at 
mer€,m'dit9ry grandeur. —r-rBeyond 
<he ftugatory pomp and decorations 
Jthat furrdund the Palace, there is no 
-neoeffity for thoXe gorgeous appeo- 
idagBS : which )axe attached to meii 
iivhofc interefl: is to fcrve Oppreflion^ 
^and whoib will is Tyranny's injunCr 
tionv ... 



»■» 



r 

Among thcDefpots of Eiirc^e— i- 

arid Britain, Until the prefent lamenN 
able co-operation with them, has ever 
been diftinguifhed by a liberty tkry 
dare not fofter — amongft them, my 
Lord, the mind and perfon of the 
Subjed are equally Ihackled and 

^ . fub- 
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fubfervient. The death's head* which 

glooms upon the forehead of the 
Pruffian Huffar is not lefs a caput 
xnortuum with regard to Freedom 
than is the inert and callous brain 
beneath it. Let flip, like the dogs of 
var, as our immortal Shakefpear juft- 
ly fays, they rufh into fcenes of blood 
and defolation without one opinion 
of their own ; and being themfelves 
loft to fentiment or feeling aft upon 
every principle that Tyranny fug- 

^efts. The fliell that flies before them 
is not lefs infenfible to humanity nor 
lefs . impregnated with all the ingre- 
dients of ruin than are mere Soldiers ; 



* There is a body of Cavalry, in Pruflia, called the 
Death-HuiTars, who are clothed in black and have the 
l&onts of their caps decorated with death's heads* 

Cha- 
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Characters, my Lord, if fuchthey 

may be called, fo far from meriting 

diftinciionor reward, that, as they 

are the pefts of civilized community, 

they fhould be the execration of ci* 

vilizcd independence. 

• » 

Let it not be inferred from this ob- 
fervation that Military -men are ufe- 
lefs members in fociety, or that fo- 
ciety could fubfift without thein^ 
Event, even among the French, hour- 
ly convinces us to the contrary ; and 
fhews how indifpenfably neceflary 
coercion is to check the vicious and 
fliield the virtuous part of mankind.. 
While there are paflions in the hu- 
mon brcaft there muft be policy to. 
thwart intrigue and force to con- 
cjuer violence. But it does not there- 
fore 



r ra J; 
fore fofiovr that fcnfe and fenti 
ftoul4 be forgotten, or that thcrirtercr 
mechanical chara&er of a? Solda^ts 
(hould fupereede the dignity of <^ 

mam 

When the Citizen and the Soldier 
go together, I do not conceive it pof- 
fihle to point out human nature in a 

• * ' • . \ ^ 

more deferving or a more exalted fi- 

• . « ■ ' . .' 

tuation. While the. mind direfts in 
council. the body fulfils the plans 
of military fcience, by being at the. 
fame time aftuated. with no fraall 
proportion of legillati ve wifdom. 

To corroborate thefe remarks by^ 
* living inftances, might be invidi- 

♦Althdugh Dumourier has flron^y> corroborated* 
tbis o||>lerv3Uion by tho veifalilky of his Genius^ the^ 

oufly 
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tforiftrued, and would confequently 
defeat the objefl: of this introduftioil 
to a larger work ; I fhall therefore 
Only add, my Lord, that Hifiory 
fcarcely furnifhes an illuftrious mi- 
litary charafter without at the fame 
time adducing various proof of le- 
giflative knowledge. Hence that in- 
fuperable valour which almoft al- 
ways animates the chief who has 
proved himfelf as able in negocia- 
tion as he is invincible in Battle* 
What prejudice, fear, errour or de- 
iign, falfely flile faiiaticifm hurried 
blindfold into fcenes of flaughter and 
deftrudion, too frequently is found 

author is too proud of a much nobler exemplification 
in the Earl of Moira, to chequer the remark with fclf- 
intereft and incohfiftency ; General Wafhington would 
9Qt dif|^race it« 

^. to 



to be the calm determination of 
ftrpng fenfe ading from neceffity. 

On occafions of this fort, my Lord, 
the profeflion of Arms. is a great and 

honourable funQ:ion ; on all others, 

•>. _.»•■■■'. '.» » ... ,- ■- ., -7 

an,d few, I fear, of the prefent age 
can b^ expelled— r War becomes a 
Trade by which Tyranny prey4^ 
upon fubjeSion, and Villainy dif* 
trafts Society from vurcenary mo- 
tiycs* This is an Epithet, my Lord^ 
\Yhiph cuftom hag made familiar to 
the e2Lx of Soldiers, but it is a tem^ 

againft which every Briton Ihould 

• ■ » ♦ • 

pppofe Britifh truth^ and Britifli 
honefty ; and if it ftill muft be 
ampngft us, let the hard neceffity 
to which pur foreign connexions 
have reduced us of keeping alies in 

pay, 
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j^y^ bfe 1^ anl^ t-ctbrd ^hferein Fdf- 
terity flidl tee it written. The hour 
fitrhdpite s»t far diilant when it 
will bi impoffible to prevent En- 
fyxi)rf by the vifionary dangers bf 
Reform, or to keep up tin iniriiehfc 
external army, without explaining to 
the La6d at large the benefits we Sre 
to derive from this bffenfire conteft 5 
aiitd if nbrte ihould be found to ton- 
front in Veftigatibii^ whei^e^ let nic aflc,- 
my Lord> will the b&ffled projeftsjoF 
cx>nfined intrigue and narrow fpecu*- 
lalion reft ? Not upon the e^tly confi« 
dence of a pepple who, as Junius 
properly remarks, *'have erred as 
much in a miftaken zeal for particu- 
lar peffons and families as they ever 
did in defence of what they thought 
mbft dear ahd iritereftihg to them- 

felves 
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felves ;" not upon the crediulity o£ 
thofe men whofe wealth has been la-*; 
vifhed to fupport opinion, nor uppn: 
the fuperficial influence of a few for 
whom the many have been robbecl 
of folid confequence. '^ -l 

4 

a 

There was a time, my Lord, when 
this country might have given Laws 
to Europe ; when her veflfels might 
unmolefled have vifited each quar- 
ter of the habitable Globe, and when 
even France herfelf would have lif- 
tened to Great Britain. Sed heu 
fpes inanes et irritus hominum la- 
bor !* In the room of enlivened cotiiT 

* In the year 1788, the author was a frequent wit- 

ucfs in France to thofe lamentable efFedls which an 

enormous expenditure of public property ocoafions^ 

>»4 which i^ never fo vidbb as ip thp wfptchednefs pf 

pierce 
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tBierceandinduftry, fallen inaftivity 
and pining want fit at every door. 

Commerce* Notwithibmding the fuccefs of the Fnench 
cabinet, in having qompleatly difm^mbered the Britifh 
Empire, by aflilling the Rebel Colonies, their ownfFOv 
fources were draine4, and every month was an ap- 
proach to general bankruptcy;. 

It was under the fame (hort-fighted adminiftra- 
tion, that our memorable commercial treaty took pUce ; 
an event that gave a death-blow to all the political ex- 
pedients of Vcrgennes, Nccker and Calonne. InHead 
of relieving the diflreffes of the people by a curtailment 
of unnecelTary grandeur, and a falutary diftribution of 
honours and emoluments through every degree of juft 
fubordination, partial oeconomy, confined to partial 
purpofes^ ferved to cover political ulcers which were 
gnawing Into the very vitals of the country^ The un- 
provoked aggreflion of France in America, has been 
the downfall of thofe who firfl advifed it ; and the 
means of breaking afunder a concatenation of interefts 
that might otherwifc have been kept together, without 
an abrupt diflblution of the whole fy ftem, or have been 
jgradually repaired by a feafonable change of men and 

and 



I -<* 
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ind nothing hut the treatiifertjtrt rt^ 
co^doFaFew partfal triumphs abroatf 
can fuFpend for a moment the grow- 
in^ rtnirihurs whiich exift at hottie; 
The day of reckdhirig, however, riiuft 
appear at laft ; and when it does, how 

meafures* May the alliances of Great Britain^ whe- 
ther provoked or not, with the armed confederacy of 
Europe, never entail upon her, (through a fimilar 
Iie^e6); of her own affairs) a fimilar train of calamities 
from her officious interference with thofe of others; 
Not that any true Englifhman can be averfe to every 
exertion being made, as we are engaged, but that all 

parties mufl lament, that w*hen the mediation of this, 
country, or even a vigorous co-operation with Pruifia 
and the Empire in 1792, might have reconciled or 
overcome a diflrafted Kingdom, every opportunity 
was facrificcd to public etiquette or private faftion. 
But there feems to be a fatality attached to the natives 
of this unrivalled ifland, which is never to be inftru^ 
ed by the political tricks and artifices of others, nor to 
fee danger or beggary until both afTail their doors. 

wil 
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i^ni the flimfy fabric of Finance be 
able to aofver the lAcrealed and long 
4^jfffLn^^ of honejft coofideqc^ ? What 
reply will be given to the keen qucf- 
tion of the Land refpeding numberr 
ieis fituations. Military as well as ci- 
vil^ in whichjprivate accommodation 
hourly delapidates public property ? 
In which the Drones of Patronage (a 
fwarm 6f Locufts!) fatten upon the 
frtaits of induftry, and over which 
the clouds of myftery are thrown 
that Ignorance and Ina6livity may 

« 

fliine, like unprofitable glow-worms, 
with the plundered light of merit and 
good fenfe. 

I am well aware, my Lord, of the 
very ungracious reception which Ian- 
gt^a^e of this fort will meet with froin 

every 
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every man whofe intereft is abbvd 
his duty, or whofe fears are ftron-* 
ger than his reafon. But as I have 
already remarked, Thefe are not times 
forjlattery to conceal national misf or -^ 
tunes^ or for truth to withdraw becavfe 
the crooked policy of a Few renders it 
dangerous to undeceive the Many. 

Driven, as the whole country api- 
pears to be, to the extremeft verge of 
the ifland, from real or ungrounded 
apprehenfions of Invafion, it becomes 
ferioufly incumbent upon every well 
wifher to Great Britain to come forth 
without a diftate of Party or an im^ 
pulfe of private accommodation. It 
becomes him, or he is a fecret Apof- 
tate to the truft, to be as undifguifed 
in his motives as he is diftinguilhed 
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in his iituation; and never tomakeufe 
of public property without religion f- 
ly fulfilling every call of public duty. 
This is neither romance nor an af^ 
fefted reference to the traditions of 
antiquity : it is a fpecies of honeft 
theory, my Lord, glorioufly confpi- 
cuous in every path of your political 
career, but in none fo much as in the 
one in which you are moving : it is 
a theory, which, if not now fpeediiy 
reduced to a6lion, may wholly va- 
nifh from a country whofe conftitu- 
tion, when properly managed, is 
ii^oft congenial to it ; it is a theory, 
that will not require much political 
knowledge nor refinement of obfer- 
vation to difcover how the finances 
of a country, confeffedly wafted dur- 

D ing 
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ing the American contcft, and by no 
means improved at the preferit mo- 
ment, fhould ftill hold out. 

Public bankruptcy^ like private 

failures, is kept off by artificial pro- 
perty . If the expences of the tradef- 

man's family increafe in proportion 
as his capital diminifhes, the current 
account mufl be hourly loaded and 
the winding up at the end of the 
year exhibits a deficiency which no- 
thing but the mofl ruinous expedi- 
ents can replace ; and as thefe expe- 
dients are in general, either hazard- 
ous fpecLjlation or extended credit 
built uponpoflible events*, the par- 

•The force of this bbfervation will be readily felt hy 
every man who is the Icaft acq^uainted with the Afti- 

tial 
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tial extravagance of himfelf or others 
continues to be fupplicd till every 
refource is gone, and a fliamefuldif- 

honefl iflue becomes the melancholy 
fruit of weaknefs or ambition. 



As external fpeculation, aided by 
internal loans, and almoft always 
accompanied by domeflic extrava^ 
gance are ufually the forerunners 
of bankruptcy in a private family, 
fo we generally find that foreign 
Treaties, haftily figned, inconfider- 
ately purfued, and fupported at an 
enormous price, as they conftitute 

fipial props of fpme commercial Speculations-Smith in 
his ingenious work upon the Wealth of Nations, JLifl- 
' ly remarks Hhai the management of a Great Nation is 
like the management of a private Family.* 

go- 
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government fpeculations, invariablv 

terminate in national misfortunes ; 
efpecially if a country, whofe riches 
are the fruits of induftry and peace, 
fhould be engaged in a conteft which 
not only puts a flop to all the nia- 
nufaftures but exhaufts her capitai 
while it deprives them of the very" 
means that fhould increafe it. 



Without prefuming to call in quef- 
tion the truth of a public Manifefto, 
I may not deviate from the reality 
of the cafe when I affert, as I have 
already afferted in a former pam- 
phlet, that England might have re^ 
jnained fecure and unmolefted, if 
England had had the welfare of Eng-? 
l^nd only tO'Confult, 

I 
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I dwell the longer upon this fub- 

jeft becaufe I know, my Lord, that 
no man was ever more averfe than 
you were to the firfl commence- 
ment of hoftilities, while there re- 
mained an opening for feparate ne- 
gotiation with France ; and that none 
ever faw more clearly the benefits 
which muft have followed from Neu- 
Itrgtlity, 



But what appears con trad idion 
and impolicy to plain fenfe will 
hereafter, perhaps be found to have 
been prudent Forefight, Jed through 
the labyrinths of ftrange events by 
diplomatic Wifdom. Here then the 
inquifitive Reafoner and Sceptic in 
flourt Intrigues ippil l)p fati^fied to 

reft; 



C 32 ] 

reft; Time alone will explain the rid- 
die, and Englilh patience, aided by 
Englifh credulity muft ftill be rock- 
ed by hope and expeftation. But the 
Rubicon is crofled England and 

her Allies have undertaken to fub- 
due a People whom Enthufiafm fan- 
ned by Vidory has lifted above the 
common level of Refiftance. 

You and your brave followers, 
my Lord, will have to encounter 
FanaticifiTi kept alive by trick, fmilT 
ing upon the wreck of Royalty and 
Order, familiarized to blood and ri^ 
vetted to Deftruftion, You will have 
to vanquifh the moft complicated 
treachery on one fide, and the moft 
unexampled violence on the other. 

The 
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The largeft portion of the inhabi-^ 

tants of the country, in fa6l, are now 
arrived at the paroxyfm of that Re- 
publican Mania which has hitherto 
baffled all oppofition, and which has 
neither been kept under by force nor 
been afluaged by reafon. Be not too 
credulous of what, in the fanguine 

wilh of reftoration, the Royalifts may 
promife. To the eye of impatient ca- 
lamity the profpeds of Hope are al- 
ways brighter than events exhibit. 
The folid form of Reality has never 
yet correfponded with the enlarged 
and fhadowy figure that*looms upon 

• I have adopted this Sea Term, becaufe it may 
fervc to exhibit to the eyes of imagination the fanguine 
hopes of the inhabitants of two capital Sea-Ports on 
the late rumour* refpcding Lord Howe, The author 
was prcfent at the landing of fixty two French Pri- 

Idea, 



A 
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Idea — If calm determined courage 

and avowed experience in yourfelf 
conne6}:ed with the moft unbounded 
confidence in every individual of 
your followers can enfure fuccefs, 
that fuccefs . will affuredly be yours 
as far as limited exertion can pro- 
duce it. Neverthelefs there are me- 
lancholy proofs before us of that 
high Enthuiiafm will do^ which can 

wade through the blood of confan- 
guinity and break afunder the dear- 
eft bonds of * Nature to fupport Opi-- 
nion— -Novelty My Lord, is attrac-* 
tive in the maft trifling Situations* 

loners^ btxng the whole of that iixunenfe mukitudc 
vrhich were to have £lled Fpcton and other Prifonft 
from Stiiin Ships of the Line and Sixty TranfporU — 
Ri&im tcncatis Amici 1 

But 
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But when novelty has the alluring 

image of emancipation to Icdid its vo- 
taries out of the dungeons of veteran 
tyranny, the light it affords to the 
jhuman breafi, reflefts as many co- 
lours as the diverfity of human paf* 
iians can fupply, 

. The liberty that Frenchmen fight 
for is like a phantom that efcapes the 
grafp, but never leaves the fight*. - 



•Ttiis obfervatidn puts md in tiiind of a very trite* 
t>ut at the fame time, of a very appoflte coi^parifony 
namely, of a bird, which after a long and clofe con- 
finement to his cage, is fuddenly let loofc in a room. 
His objeft is free air — He inftantly dafhes agalnft thfc 
windows, and) at the rifle of his life, endeavours to fly 
from a quarter which even long habit could not make 
congenial to his nature. Should his efcape becftc£lccl| 

E Th- 
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The opprejjwn which they light a- 

gainft, is what every individual a- 
mongft them has both felt ind feen ; 
and until the majority of the natioa 
can be thoroughly convinced that 
the combination of Europe is not 
to reftore the antienf defpotifm of a 
few individuals over Tv/enty-five 
Millions of their Fellow-creatures, 
much the larger portion of fo im- 
menfe a population will be fdoner 
fatisfied with what they do not un- 
derftand and perifh to fupport \tj 
than be compelled to receive amongft 

them the Ihattered remains of muti- 
lated Monarchy. 

he IS, probably, for a time, as little capable of enjoying 
the mod unlimited freedom, as he was averfc to the 
moil confined flatc of folitary captivity. 

That 
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iiThat the objeft of the people at 

large is to; eftablifh thofe Rights, of 
lyhich th/?y havfe beerx avowedly de- 
prived for many hundred years, no 
cjljgj sitid: unprejudiced obferver 
\yiU deny, nor will the moft inve- 
terate of their enemies. maintain that 
univerfail Anarchy is their wifh, or 
that th^if freedom muft eventually 
ijj3idermi]?H^ every pth^r gp yerqpient 
in Europe, 1 



• < . » 



It .may not be irrelevant to afk of 
men who reafon upon fuch an un- 
natural and fallacious ground, whe- 
ther the^ Revolution brought about 
by the Fanatics under Oliver Crom- 
well ^r the Seceflion of the Thirtcer\ 
Vnited Provinces w?is ever Ipoked 

upon 
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iiportas fignals of their own deflruc- 
tion? On the contrary^ France re- 
ceived Henrietta without ihterfering 
in the internal concerns of a country 
which had brought her hiilbaridi lo 
the block, and wifely left the tu- 
mults of civil commotion to fubfide 
without adding to the ftorm. Spain, 
with no Ifefs fagacity, rettjrned t'6 
its own fiiltry clime, without atJ- 
tempting to regain by fedice, what 
the phlegmatic Dutchman was re- 
folved to periih rather than agkm 
furrender*^ . 



•I 



What then,, (it will be .fffked, .an:4 
ttot unreasonably) can inducj^ tht 
iiifFerent powers of Europe, but rfioft 
efpecially Great Britain, to wage 

war 
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war with a nation, which, if left to 

itfelf, might gradually return to or- 
derj, aiid from a lamentable experi- 
ence of its own calamities never more 
difturb the tranquillity of others? 
The two awful lefTons which are gi* 
ven to mankind by the old govei^n- 
ment of France on one fide, and the 
aharchy which has foHowed ks dif- 
foliifion on the other^ will contribute 
more towards eftablilhing univerfal 
concord and philantrophy than ei- 
ther th^e fantaftic vifions of unre- 
drained Democracy or the unmanly 
diftates of privileged Nobility. Com- 
tnerce, the peaceful channel where- 
by the intercourlfc of nations is kept 
'lip/will no longer be fubjefted to 
^hofe ungenerous reftraints which 

the 
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the pride and indolence of the Court 
of Vcrfailles rendered necefTary for 

the preferv.ation of thofe Military ef^ 
tablifhments that have fo often been 
the; inftruinents of felpodfhQd and 
deftrudion ; national differences will 
beTpttle4 by national remooftrances; 
and if force muft be refprted ta, 
public neceffity will be directed by 
the compafs of public welfare ; withr 
out that mean intrigue of Courts 
which rendered the aggregate of 
mankind the patient dupes pf info^ 
lent depravity. 

It will not be difficult to infer 
from thefe obfervations, that the 
confederacy againft France is not fo 

much ro reftore that antient fyftem 

of 
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of defpotifm by which the ppoplc 

were miferably fettered, or to pre- 
vent the diflemination of principles 
whofe own excefs and contradic- 
tions muft eventually torreft them- 
felves, as to indemnify certain Pow- 
ers for an enormous expenditure of 
mien and treafure. 



It is to the original exile of the 
French nobility, and their fubfe- 
quent riegociations in the Empire, 
that Great Britain, at leaft, is in- 
debted for her prefent (hare of auk- 
ward interference. I call it auk- 
ward, becaufe there has beqn a time, 
frefh in the memory of us all, when 
the French Revolution was the idol 
and admiration of Englifhmen, while 

the 
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the infamous Treaty of Pillnitz wa$ 

defervedly their abhorrence. Parti- 
ally engaged, we did not forefee to 
what extremes of wretchednefs the 
war would lead, or perhaps confider 
how much eafier it would prove to 
begin than to terminate hoftilities 
when artful and ingenious Treaties 

flood in the way of honefl Negoci- 
ation. 



Vienna, London and Berlin, had, 
in fa6l, been the Rendezvous of beg^ 
gared Grandeur, for the reinftate*- 
ment of which Loans were made 
whofe liquidation could only be eu- 
fured by conqueft. Being a Cre* 
ditor among the reft, England, I 
prefume, is reduced to that alter-.^ 

native 
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hCLtive of either loofing atl it has ad- 

vanced or continuing to affift the fpe* 
culation ; and you, my- Lord, with 
that difintereilied patriot-zeal which 
has ever marked your characler, 
have gen^roufly waved every pri* 
vate confideration to extricate your 
country, Unconnefted as you were, 
in private as well as political fe'nti- 
ment, > with the original quarrel, you 
have generoufly undertaken a part 
which muft involve you in every 
confequencc it may produce. Bui 
you have done it like a friend whofe 
counfels are att firft neglefted, but 
whofe fagacity is at laft found necef* 
fety to extricate imprudence; you 
have done it with that grandeur and 
eonfiftency of mind which own no 

F party 
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party when a country's welfare is a^ 

{lakeland by fo doing have convinc- 
ed mankind that however a good 

man may differ in political opinion, 
his public duty can never be fuper- 
feded by private fentime,nt<, .^ 

/ Neverthelefs, my Lord, ,no man 
that fincerely loves his country and 
by loving his country muft be at- 
tached to you, who fo unequivocal- 
ly ftep forth to ferve her, can withr 
indifference behold the many contra* 
di^toryfyflems which even now pre- 
vail amongfl us. No man can with 
indifference fee (few indeed with 
common patience) the noblefl bloocj 
of the land profufely fpilt abroad, 
whilft upfla.rt indolence and low in- 
trigue 
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frigue are glutted at home by little 
lefs than bkrefaced Embezzlement. 



It has been very juflly obferved, 
my Lord, and events have ftriength- 
ened the remark, that when Corrup- 
tion has arrived to a certain pitch, it 
proves as dangerous to corre6l as it 
is to continue its abufes. But in no 
country, and under no government, 
is the dreadful alternative fo vifibly 
certain, as where individuals, ele6i* 
ed from amongft their equals are ac- 
countable, at the Tribunal of the 
I^and at lar^e^ for the mifmanaofe- 

. • • • 

roent of public Prpperty ; and it is 
wifely provided by the Conftitution 
of Great Britain that ^very Diftri- 
butor of national contributions, whe- 
ther 
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ther Prihcipal or Agent, fhall at all 
times be liable to national inveftiga- 
tion. 



Againft the myftery of office, un- 
der which private intereft muft in-^ 
variably be couched, every man who 
venerates the Conftitution muft unf 
equivocally fet his face,^*^By myA 
tery I beg to be underftood to meani 
that impenetrable d^rknefs which 
floats between the receipt and the 
difburftlsent of public money*, 

* There have been fo many inflances of generofity 
in the Englifh nation when either the perfon or the 
fortune of the individaal were deemed neceflary for 
the public Avclfarc, that to detain the reader by the 
mention of them, would be trcfp^fli^g upon the moft 
pomippn information. I J may'nd^ however, be fuper- 

If 
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Ifwe narrowly invefligate the dif- 
ferent ^tuations into which whim or 
intercft have led or the neceffity of 
the State has drawn individuals at 



Auous or irrelevant to obferve, that there is a certain 
point beyond which the exertions of Patriot ifm will 
AOtbear-extenfion without viltble miibrufl. In the paf- 

fing of general accounts, for example, is it not natural 
|o aikwhy the plain Debtor and Creditor are not open- 
ly di(played with as much conci^cnefs and (implicity 
|>y annual Publications, as they appeiar complicated 
and unintelligible in their prefent flate. In no one 
inftance, but that of fecret Service, fhould one far- 
thing of Public Property be difpofcd of without the ful- 
left conviftion of an honeft application being prefied 
upon the meaneft capacity by the clcareft ftatement. 
A publicity of this fort would at once annihilate Sine- 
cures, render Service confpicuous, and fhew mankind 
at large that the people of Great Britain are not only 
generous but jufl:, and confident without abfurdcredu- 

this 
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thiscritical jundure, we (hall, I fear, 

difcover the moft unbounded Pecu- 
lation glutted by public contribu-^ 
tions*. But in no department, my 



* An anecdote lately occurred which will elucidate 
this paflage by an abufe, that, I fear, does not ftand a- 

lono— I will relate the fa6l as I heard it and leave the 
Admirers of Fortifications and Batteries (without men 
to guard them) to look round the coaft for inftances in 
point — An Engineer, as rcfpeOiable for his profeflion. 
al merit as he is defervedly efleemed for the politeneft 
of his manners, went lately, in the rot ine of duty, to 
viflt the coaft of SufTex : on his arrival at a certain 
fort, he endeavoured to obtain admittance ; inflead of 
being challenged by an alert centinel, after muchknockr 
ing at the gate and no little chall^enging on his owp 
part, he was anfwered by an old Woman who ppened 
it. — He naturally, afked her where the Captain wa^ ? 
jLordf and pleafc your Honour^ there is no Captain that lives 
fiere-^the gentleman to whom this place belongs lives at a 
nice koufe about twenty-two miles off—'I never fees him Jqr 

Lord, 



Lord, ; have the Ravens of afFe<51:ed 
Patriatifm fo, deeply fixed their ta- 
lons as -where, negleft or known era-r 
bezzlements have fwelled our : Mili- 
tary Efiablifhments into a mod gi- 
gantic fixe. So overgrown, in fa£l:, 
is this political diforder, that, like 
the dropfy, it is. fed with the very 
means by which ignorance or pride 
attempts;^ cur;? it. . 

It is a trite but a very juft obfer- 
vation, " that every fort of diftem- 

my part. Where is the' Lieutenant ? uind pUafi your 
Honour^ fdont knoxo fueh a parfon. Then where i$ th^ 
Gunner ? Lord Sir^ there is nobody here but myjelf^ a ca^ 
^mdfi few rats. I leave the reado: (andlhould this 

pamphlet ev^r reach the Board of Ordnance, I leave a 
certain indefatigable D — e) to draw ferious commcnti 
from this whimfical bccutrcncp. 
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per is eafier caught than cured :'^ an^ 
however the Sticklers, not to call 
them the Half-reafonefs^ of the pre- 
ieht hour, may inveigh againfl anc^ 
reprobate reforms, events will prove 
that as the expences of a war abroaoi 
ibuft be aufwercd by the refctorce?$j 
^ home, thofe resources c^njiot long 
fubfift under a perpetual fyftem of 
difburfement only ; cfpecialiy whetif 
inftead of curtailing national extra- 
vagance by lopping pfF exuberant 
fituations, feveral that are already 
confeffedly Qvergrown and ufelefs 
are> in a manner, mortgaged to every 
fpeciesof Military Speculation. That 
I may not be mifunderftood, I wilt 
take the liberty to ftate the lateft in- 
creafe that has been made to what is 

gene- 



generaljy .called the Army of Great 
Britain ; which, on a grofs eftimate,. 
will be found to contain Ten Thou- 
fand Three Hundred Officers at leaft, 
who are upon the full or half-pay 
lift*. 

IQx^l here wave a very natural quef- 

• Tlfaoulddeviatey moft grofsly, from the impar- 
tiality which I have endeavourecl to -maintain, not 
only in this, but in evefy former publication, did I not 
cxqept the, laft wife and politic flep of adminidration 
at the furrendcf of St. Domingo. The pofTcflions we 
may acquire in the Weft Indies can alone indemnify 
England for either the negative conquefb (he may 
make, or the defeats (he may fuftain upon the conti- 
nent of £urope«----The valuable capital which we ob- 
tain in the former, is well worth ihe limited intereft 
€X fo trifliftg an addition to* our half-pay lift -sls a corps 
olF. officers. .: Wpuld Heaven that every increafe 
were fanfbioned by as much regard to the interefls of 
poltcrity as this appears to be ! 

G tion 



r-* 
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tion relative fo the immenfe; body of 
men which fo great a number of 
officers muftbe fuppBfed to have un- 
der their command, and fubmit to 
your Lordfhip, as well as to the pub- 
lic at large, the following accurate 
abftraft from the Militia, the Fenci- 
bles, and the Independent Compa- 
nies. It is from a comparative cal- 

■ • 

culation of thefe mixed additions 

. I 

pnly that the growth of public iiir 
cumbrances can be fairly afcer? 
tained^ 



I fball begin with the Militia, bcr 
caufe I honeftly believe that, with 
every appearance of difintereftedr 
nefs, it is an eftablifhment in which 
Ignorance, Pomp, and private Inter- 

efl: 
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eft tod frequently defeat the 

purpofes of its inftitution. 



firft 



i: 



) . 



^nglefca, ;. . : 

jSedFprd .< ; . ..>■ : 

^erkflyre . . .— r- 

jBrec^n ai\d Monmouthfhire 
•ucfcingha^jfhire — — 
Gambridg^fliice . — — 

Garrharthett(hure ' 

Cam jirvon(^ira . . 1 

Chcfbire — — ^ 



Com,walI .1 . ' ^ ' V ' , *- 
Giimberlanil: .• — — 

Derbyfliirc' . . . • 

Devonfhii:e,j(Eaft) — 
Devonfhire, (North) — 
Devonfliire, (So'uih) — 

DoffctihirCLi- •^'.' 

Dmrham ..;^ a l O r i ^ — 

EffexifEaft) .-'^ 

^ffex^(Weil).vl 

riintfliire 

Glamorganfliire 

Gloucefterfhire, (North) 
GloujCirIlerfliirff/,{South) 



» ■■ r ■ Y 

, f k'. :. X . 
* ■ 

No- 42* 

No. 36. 
No. 14. 

- -No. 38^ 
No.n. 
No; 17. 



Cttic« Yae, 

6 



No. 16'. 

No. 34. 

No./«p. 
. ^6. 26. 
No. 41. 
No. 41. 
No. 4, 
No. 43. 

No.: IQi' 
No^ fil. 

- No. 21. 

No. 5: 
- No. 8. 

' No. 8.- : 



18 


a 


27 


3 


23 


i 


«9 


i 


27 




13 


• 


5 


•' 


25 


6 


30 


•■ 3 


»5 


•3 


25 


■5 


a8 


5 


23 


•4 


2S 


2 


3» 


■ 'S 


»7 


•■■4 


20 


7 


«4 


9 


8 


•• i 


13 


8 


£1 


» 


24. 


6 



476 71 



-1 •• ■; 



Hamplhire, 
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Brought over 476 71 

Hampfliire, (Ncmh} -~- Np. 6. %j 

Hamplhirc, South) No. 6. 2 1 g 

HampftireJIfle of Wight) No. 6. 6 

Hcrcfordfliire ■ No. 25. 27 

Hertiordfliire ■ No. 44. %S M-o^ 

Huntingdonfiure — No. 12. ij • ^ii 

Kent, (Eafll No. i.' 15 4 

Kent, (Weft) No; 1. 89 ' ^J 

Lancafliire ■ No. 34. flje-'i 

Leicefterihire- No. ^^ 25' 'i 

LiDcoInfhire, (North) No. 96. 26 ''^ 

Lincolnfhire, (South) No.: .g; 25 ^ % 

Merionethflitre — 6 ' 

Middlefex, (Eaft) ■ No. 22. 23,^ 4 

MiddlefeXy (Weft) No. 22. 25 2 

Middlefex, (Weftminfter) No. 22* 27 

Montgomcrylhire No, ^3. 15 

Norfolk, (Eafl) — No; 4. 18 .9 

Norfolk, (Weft) No. 4. 22 5 

Northaroptonffaire *— No. 45. 30 3 

Northumberland ' ■ ■ No«--23. 20 lb 

Nottinghamfhire No. i^ 23 4 

Oxfor^irc ■ No. 49. 23 f 

Pemhrokelhire — ^ g 

jRadnorihIre ■ 9 

Rutlandfliire ^ ' 9 • 

Shrop&ire Np. 28. %% 

1037 155 
Soxaerfet«^ 
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Ko.QfRecunenr« OS, Vac 

/. BrpiJght over 1037 J55 

SomcrfetQiire — No. 40. 34 5 

Staffordfliire ■ . d . ■ No. 27. 27 a 

Suffatk, (Eafi) No. 19. 26 i 

SuflFolk, (Weft) .^ No. tg, 24 3 

Surre)^ - — -f*^ No* j8, 30 9 

Stiflex - — — No. 24. 27 12 

Warwickfliire ■ No. 3, 29 4 

Weftmorland No. 29. 4 6 

Wiltfiiire - "' t j '-i M J" No. 35. 25 8 

W^rccfterfliire * ■ ■" ■ ■■ No. 36. 25 - 5 

Yoi-kftire, (Weft Riding, iff R.) No. 39. 14 17 

Yof kOiire, (Weft Riding, 2d R.j No. 39. 26 4 

Yorkfliire, North Riding No. 33. 26 7 

Yorkihire, 'Eaft Riding No. 32. 21 



Total of OflBceri 1 375 



Vacancies — 238 



* To thefc may be 'added the Number of private 
Militia-Men }f^hich Jkould be raifcd or rather ballotted 
for, by virtue of this AQ:, viz. 1776, 1777, 177^* 
which will amount to 28240 in England, 

2000 in Wales, 



Total 30240 

A qucllion will naturally arife from the contemplation 
of the Lift of Officers and its vifible deficiency, whe- 
ther the number of Men may not be equally incom- 
plete. The Commiffary General will, perhaps, be 

able 



( 56 ) 

Fencihle Regiments^ the Seventy -eighth Regiment 
cj Foot^ and Independent Companies. 

bffi Vac, 

Strapfey Regiment of Fenciblc Men, in » 

North Bmain, No. i. . ad 'i'^' 

Sutherland Regiment of Fenciblc Men; • ' 

in North Britain, No. 2. - — * 28 -i'^'^ 

- ^WttJ 

56 'T 



able to »ffoi:d;Gi3vernment the beft-faformalion/ Left 
however it.ihould ]be faid, in this age of unqnalifiQil^r 
iertiopy that a MiHtia R^glme^t.iqafimpt be otberw.i^' 
than complete, -I beg leave l;o :&fbmit the following 
EfFeftiye Roil of privates in ope Battalion, as it afitu^ 
ally ftood at four different Periods. I {hall relerve my 
Remarks on the monopoly of Appointments given'to 
Officers, the novel i^yftom of R^ruiting, the ftrange 
Delay in J^^llotting for Subflitutes, and a Variety of o- 
thcr finguiar M^akes^^npt to c^U them by a harfher 
Name) which, as the Noble Eail lately obferved, no 
welUwifher to the Service would conceive it poffiblc 
to exift among men who come Toward pnrefy to fervc 
their Country. . . 

On the 4th of March, 1793, a Battalion, v/hlch^auld 
confifl of 533 Privates, marched out of the mod p'opu*- 
lous and the lichefl * County in Great Britain, in the 
following State, and has continued Defeftive ever fmce. 

4th March, 1793, total Effe£live Privates 345 
!i4th June — - Ditto 378 . 

6th Oftobcr — Ditto 459 

25th November Ditto 460 

• The County of Middlcfex. 

4* 
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Off*- Vac 

Brought over 56 
Weft Lowland Regiment of Fcncible 

Men, in North Britain/No. 3. 28 

Perthftire Regiment of Fencible Men, in 

North Britain, (ift Batt.) No. 4. 28 

Perthlhire Regiment of Fencible Men, in 
. North Britain, (2d Batt.) No. 4. 29 

Argylefliire Regiment of Fencible Men, 

in North Britain, No. 5. — — 28 
Northern Regiment of Fencible Men, in 

NoYth Britain, No. 6. 28 

•Southern Regiment of fencible Men, in 

North Britain, No. 7. 28 

Fcncible Corps in the Ifle of Man 14 

)Seventy-Eighth, (Highland Regiment of 

Foot) 10 21 

Total of OfHcers 249 



Vacancies ■ 2 1 



1 make no Remarks upon the Non-commifGoned, 
&c. becaufe I do not wifh to anticipate a part of a 
Work in Manufcript relative to Regimental Bands, 
Recruiting Serjeants and fome other nominal Appoint, 
fnents which dcftroy the Nerves and Sinews of a Bat- 
talion. But I pledge myfeif to do it in fuch a Man- 
ner, and with fuch damning Proofs, that no Man fliall 
^cny a Faft, which exifts at this Moment.^ Tros 

New 
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Kev) Independent Companies of Foot. 

o&'Ap^ Vk 
Captains 6.8 

Lieutenants ■ 55 » 

Enfigns . 35 3 



•Total of Officers 158 



Vacancies jt 



Tyriufve mihi nuUo difcrimine agetur* Thofe men, 
whom the laft new Regulations have puzzied with re- 
gard to the Stock Purfe of a Regiment, will be con- 
vinced that there is an accumulating fum which be- 
longs to a Militia Regiment and is at the difpofal, not 
of the Colonel folely, but of the Captains commanding 
companies, who are to thdr companies what the Co- 
lonel is to the whole regiment. 

* I fhould be defervedly fu^pofed to want the moft 
common information did I omit (in mentioning Inde- 
pendent Companies) to fpecify from the lafl batch of 
new-appomtcd Officei^, a very recent circumllance—- 
The younger fon of an £ngli& Earl (not nineteen 
years old) who was, only a twelvemonth back, fent to 
Germany for a fpccies of finale to his education, and 
who, I may venture to aflert, has never been picfent 
at one Field-day, holds, at this moment, the Majority 
in a Marching-Regiment which is . gone upon a£lual 
fervice. — Let men who love the fervice comment on 
tlie faft, Quouf<iuc abuteris patientia noftra. 

A LIST 
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^LIST^ GENERALS, fl/ii FIELD 
OFFICERS of the ARMY, Be* 

Brought up 1065 

5th. or Royal Iri(h 

Reg. of Dragootis 20 
6th. or Innifkilling Reg 

of Dragoons . 21- 

7th . or the Queen's own 

Reg. of Lt. Dragoons 19 
8lh. or the JCing's Roy. 

Irilh Reg. of Light 

Dragoons 21 

9th Reg. of Light 

Dragoons 20 

10th or the Prince of 

Wales's own Reg. of 

21 



Generals 

Lieutenant Generals 
Major Generals 
Colonels 

Lieutenant Colonels 
Majors 



19 

63 

11 
103 

224 

284 



Total 770 



Fiift Reg. of Life Gds. 20 
Second Reg. Life Gds. 19 
Royal Reg. Horfe Gds. 29 
Firft or the King's Reg. 

of Dragoon Guards 29 
Second,or the Queen's 

Reg. of Dragn. Gds. 19 
3rd. or Pr. of Wales's. 

Reg. of Dragn. (»ds. 21 
4th. or Ro)'al Irilh Reg. 

of Dragoons 19 

5th Reg. of Dragoon 

Guards 
6lh Reg. of Dragoon 

Guards 
7th. or Pnncefs Roy. 

Reg. of Dragn. Gds. 19 
ift. or Royal Reg. of 

Dragoons 21 

2nd. or Royal N. Brit. 

Reg. of Dragoons 21 
3rd. or the King's own 

Reg. of Dragoons. 20 
4th. or the Queen's 
own Reg. of Dragiis. 21 



^9 
x8 



Light Dragoons 
nth Reg. of Light 

Dragoons 2 1 

12th. or the Prince of 

Wales's Reg, of Lt. 

Dragoons 20 

13th Reg. of Light 

Dragoons 19 

14th Reg. of Light 

Dragoons 19 

15th. or the King's Reg. 

of Light Dragoons %\ 
i6ih. or the Queen's 

Reg. of Lt. Dragoons 20 
17th Reg. of Light 

Dragoons 2 1 

i8ih Reg. of Light. 

Dragoons 21 

19th Reg. of Light 

Dragoons 28 



1065 1377 

♦ To thcfe may be added the ;-ank of Fi^ld-MarOial, 
an appointment which nowcxilb in thib country. 

20th, 
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Brought over 1377 

20ih. or Jamacia Reg, 
of Light Dragootis 14 

ift. Reg. of FootGds. 92 

Coldftm. Reg. of Foot 
Guards 60 

3rd. R^g of Foot Grds. 60 

lil. or the Royal Reg. 
of Foot(FirftBatt.) 34 

xh, or the Royal Reg. 
of Foot {Second B.) ^5 

and. or the Qtieen's 
Royal Reg. of Foot 33 

3rd. or the Eaft Kent 
Reg, of Foot, or the 
Buffs 34 

4th. or the King's own 
Reg. of Foot. 34 

5th. or the Northumb. 
Reg. of Foot. 34 

6th. or tne Warwick- 
fhireRcg. of Foot. 34 

7th Reg. of .Foot or 
Royal Fuzileers. 34 

8th. or the Kings Reg. 
of Foot 34 

9th. or Eaft Norfolk 
Reg. of Foot. 33 

% oth. or the North Lin- 
coln fh. Reg, of Foot 33 

aiith. or the North De- 
von Reg. of Foot 34 

a 2th. or the Eaft Suf- 
folk Reg. of Foot 34 

a3th.or the ifl. Somer- 
fetfliire Reg. of Foot 34 

14th. or the Bedford- 
fhirp Reg. of Foot 34 

15th. or the Yorkfliire 

2109 



Brought up 2109 

liafl: Riding Reg. of Ft. 33 

16th. or the Bucking- 
hamfli. Reg. of Ft. 34 

17th. or the Leicefter- 
fliirc Reg. of Foot 34 

18th. or the Royal Irifli 
Reg. of Foot 34 

19th. or the ift. York- 
shire N. Riding Reg. 
of Foot • 33 

2oth. or the Eaft De- 
vonfh. Reg: of Foot 34 

21ft. Reg of Foot, or 
Royal N. Brit. Fuzi- 
leers 34 

22nd. or the Chefliire 
Reg. of Foot 34 

23rd. Reg. of Foot or 
the Royal Welfh Fu- 
zileers 34 

24th. or the 2nd. War- 
wickfh. Reg. of Ft. 34 

25th or the SufTcx Reg, 
of Foot 34 

26th. or Cameron Reg 
of Foot 33 

27tb. or Innifkilling 
Reg. of Foot 32 

28th or the NorthGlou- 
cefierfh. Reg. of Ft, 34 

29th Or the Worcefter- 
Ihire R eg. of Foot ^3 

30th: or the Cambridge 
Reg. of Foot 34 

31ft. or the Hunting- 
donlh. Reg. of Foot. 34 

32nd. or the Cornwall 
Reg, of Foot 34 



1:; 



27 , 
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firought over 2715 

33rd. or the ift. York- 

fhire Weft R. Reg. 

of Foot 34 

34th. or the Cumber- 
land Reg. of Foot 35 
35th. or the Dorfetftiirc 

Reg. of Foot 34 

36th. or the Hertford- 

(hire Reg. of Foot 48 
37th. or the North 

Hampfti. Reg. of Ft. 34 
38th. or the ift. Staf- 

fordfh. Reg. of Foot 34 
39th. ortheEaftMid- 

dlefex Reg. of Foot. 33 
40th. or the 2nd. So- . 

merfetfh. Reg. of Ft. 34 
41ft Reg. of Foot 34 

42nd. or the Royal 

Highland Reg. of Ft. 33 
43rd. or the Mon- 

mouthfh.Reg. of Ft. 34 
44th. or the Eaft Eflcx 

Reg. of Foot 34 * 

45th. or the Notting- 

hamfli. Reg. of Ft. 32 
4.6th. or the South De- 

vonfb. Reg. of Foot 33 
47th. or the Lanca- 

{hire Reg. of Foot 33 
48th. or the Northamp- 

tonfh. Reg. of Foot 34 
49th. or the Henford- 

fhire Reg. of Foot 33 
50th or the Weft Kent 

Reg. of Foot 34 

5 1 ft. or the 2nd. York- 

fhireW.R, Reg.of F.33 

3368 

H 



Brought up . 3358 

52 nd. or the Oxford- 
Ihire Reg. of Foot 46 

53rd. or the Shrop. 
fhire Reg. of Foot 34 

54th. or the Weft Nor- 
folk Reg. of Foot. 34 

55th. or the Wcftmor- 
land Reg. of Foot ^3 

56th. or the Weft Ef- 
fex Reg. of Foot 34 

57th. or the WeftMId- 
dlefex Reg. of Foot. 34 

58tn. or the Rutland- 
fh ire Reg. of Foot 33 

59th. or the Notting- 
hamfh. Reg. of Foot 34 

60th. or the Royal 
America Reg. of F. 135 

6 1 ft. or the South 
GloucefterfhireReg. 
of Foot. 34 

62nd. or the Wiltftiirc 
Reg. of Foot 34 

63rd. or the Weft Suf- 
folk Reg. of Foot 33 

64th. or the 2nd. Staf- 
ford fhire Reg. of Ft. 34 

65th. or the 2nd. York- 
ftiirc. N. Rid. Reg. 
of Foot 33 

66th. or the Berkfhire 
Reg. of Foot. 3^ 

67th. or the South 
Hampfh. Reg. ofFr. 3^ 

68th. or the Durham 
Reg. of Foot. 34 

69 or the South Lin- 
col nfh. Reg. of Foot 34 

4089 
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Brought over 4089 

70th. or the Surrey 
Reg. of Foot 34 

7 1 ft. Highland Reg. of 
Foot 47 

72nd Highland Reg. 
of Foot 45 

73rd. Highland Reg. 
of Foot 49 

74th. Highland Reg. 
of Foot 47 

75th. Highland Reg. 
of Foot 47 

76th. Reg. of Foot 48 

77{h. Reg. of Foot 54 

48 New S Wales corps 22 
Queen's Rangers 15 

6 Companies of Inva- 
lids at Jerfey 18 

6 Comps. at 6umfey 18 

One Company in the 
Ifland of Scilly 3 

One Cofnpany at Pen- 
den ifs , ' 3 

6 Companies at Ply- 
mouth 18 

a Comps, at Sheernefs 6 

One Company at De- 
von Caftlc 3 

One Company at Til- 
bury Fort 3 

One Compy . at Laund- 
gard Fort 3 

2 Companies at Hull 6 

Three Companies at 
Berwick 9 

Two Companies at 
Cheftcr 6 

4596 



Brought up 45^ 

Four Campanies at 1^^ 

Britain 12 
OJficers of Reduced Com- 
panies receiving JuU pay» 
Troops of Horfe Gds. 

I ft. Iroop 7 

2nd. Troop 9 

Late 73 Reg. s 

Late 75th, t 

41 ft* as 
14 Companies of In- 
valids 38 
Garrifon of Berwick 6 
Black Cattle ft 
Carlftiot i 
Carliflc 3 
Chefter b 
Cinque Ports 8 
Dartmouth Si 
Dunbarton 4 
Edinburgh 7 
Graves end & Tilbury 5 
Guemfey 4 
Hull 5 
Hurft CaftU 1 
Jerfey 4 
Near Invernefs • 
Land Guard Fort 3 
St. Mew's ft 
Pcndennis Caftle ft 
Plymouth 4 
Portland CaOU « 
Portfmoiith 7 
Scarb Caftle i 
Scilly Ifland Z 
Sheernefs ^ 
South S. Caftle % 

478^ 
Stir. 
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Brotightover 47^5 

StirUng Caftlc 6 

Cliff Fort 2 

Tower of London lo 

\Jpnor Caftlc i 

Weight inand € 

Fort William 2 

Windfor 2 

Gibraltar 14 
Weft Indies, Grenada 5 

St. Vincent 4 

Dominica 4 

Barbadoes 1 

St, Chriftopher 1 

•Jamaica 3 

.Nova Scotia 6 

Halifax 4 
Ifland of Cape Britain 6 

Ifland ofSt. John 4 

New Brunfwick 5 

Qucbeclc 8 



Brought up 487^ 

Mountreal « 

Upper Canada gi 

Newfoundld. St.John3 3 
Placcntia 1 

Royal Artillery 245 

Officers of the company 

of Cadets g 

Bt. of In valid Artillery 32 
Roy. Artill. in Ireland 32 
Invalid Artillery • 

Royal Engineers yi 

Invalid Corps of Royal • 
Engineers . j 

Corps of Royal Engi- 
neers in Ireland y 

Officers of the Marine 
Forces .295 

Officers of the Marine 
Retired oq full Pay 24 



4879 



Full pay. 
Half-pay, 



•5617 

473« 



TotaJ, 10349 

Recapitulation of the full pay, including the Fcn^ 
tibles, Independent Companies, ^nd Militia, 

5G17 Officers in the army 
249 Fencibles 
158 New Independent CQmpany 

^375 

7399 F^ll pay 
♦ That the notes may correfpond with the text and 
title-page, the following comparative ftatement of the 
annual Subfiftence only of feventy-eight Colonels on 

full 
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full pay in the Line, (the Guards, &c. are neceflfarity 
excepted) may fhew that the bare amount of it is very 
little more than what the rich Volunteers of an impo- 
verifhed mother-country receive. Yet the latter are 
an honourable fet of gentlemen who form a Rank and 
File of Property to defend their houfehold gods, but 
who have neither b'ed upon the burning fands of In- 
dia, nor been expofed to any one hardfhip of a6lual 
fervice, as the majority of the former muft probably 
iiave been. 

78 Colonels of Marching-Regiments at 

il. 4s. per day £'34,164 per ann; 

'. 57 Colonels of Militia at Ditto £^24,966 per ann. 

The difference £ 9,198 

To the annual Subliilence of the Militia Colonels 
may be added the amount of the Privates, including 
Clothing, &c, which, upon an average, of £*22. los- 
per man will be £^680,400 per annum, 

T leavC' thofe men who know wh<^t fervice is, and 
who have laboured through every fubordinate fituation 
to this truly honourable rank, to judge of the equiva- 
lent, and confequently of the diilfibution of public pro- 
perty. 



The 
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The partial Exptnditure of the Court of 
VerfaiUes^ the general Decay of Trade 
and the Increafe of Military EJlahlifh-- 
ments*. Three leading Caufes in the 
Revolution of France. 



BEFORE I enter upon a fubjea 
which would rapidly lead me to the 
€onclufion of this curfory Addrefs, 
permit me, my Lord, to hazard a few 
obfervations relative to the principal 
fource of our prefent embarraffments, 
^nd to induce a mind, which is n^i- 

♦Will not the hourly additions which arc made to 
the Military Eflablifhments of Great Britain, by the 
raifing of new Independent Companies, and the in- 
creafe of Officers in old regiments, afford ample fcopc 
for comparative refleA ion ? 

ther 
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ther warped by party nor influenced 
by prejudice, to draw plain deduc- 
tions from efFeds produced by no 

diilimilar caufes. 



Until a very late period the Cabi-^ 
net of St. James's may, with fome 
degree of plaufibility, have been con- 
fidered as a reluftant open party, aU 
though perhaps a willing acceflary in 
fecret, of the armed confederacy a- 
gainft France*. There were certain 

. ♦ When I conEdently aflert that there is not a Co* 
lonel In the Line "who derives as much emolument 
from the clothing of his regiment as fome Colonels in 
the Militia, nor any whofe fituations are more produc- 
tive of profitable cafualties, I hope I may be allowed to 
doubt not only the wifdom of Government in their 
appointment, but the fmcerity gf thei^r own patriotic 

ties. 
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ties, not to call them ties of confan- 

guinity, (for that would be leflening 
an adopted family's attachment to 
the country they govern) which im- 
plicated the King of Great Britain in 
the quarrels of the Houfe of Hano- 
ver. Ignorance and felf-fufficicncy 

lives in the execution of duty. The dangers and hard- 
fhip^ to wliich a Militia Colonel is cxpofcd arc, we all 
know, as fantaftic and vifionary as the bugbear of in- 
ternal trouble or the phantom of external violence. If 

they arcrealy what they profcfs themfclvcs to be, men 
who chcai fully facrifice domcftic comforts and pri- 
vate fortune to protect their native homes, let nei- 
ther abfence nor monopoly of fituation give the lie 
to their afFcfted patriotifm. In the Line of Ficld- 
olficcrs at lead ( 1 except the Captains of compa- 
nies, for it is not in tkeir power to peculate, although 
it might be to evade their duty) there fliculd be a go- 
nerous difinterefted fpirit, wliich, fo far fiom increaf- 
ing public embarraffincnts, bums for an opportunity 

I had 
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had at firft been perfuaded, both at 
Vienna and Berlin, that the Revolu^. 
tion of France was a temporary fer- 

to make them lefs. The ofF-reckonings of a regiment 
of Foot upon the eflablifhment in 17439 amounted to 
^£'2173 OS. id. the Clothing of it amounted to £"1961 

17s. 3d. out of the balance the Colonel was to find all 
forts of clothing and accoutrements lod by defertion, 
and other incidental charges, which, in fome years are 
conHderable.' 

However, it appeared that upwards of ^578 had 
been faved by a Colonel, after clothing his regiment ; 
but a Clothier being afked, whether, in general, tho 
Colonel of a regiment does not gain £"750 by clothing 
it, faid. He was certain that he did not. The famo 
Author obfervcs in another place, that feveral eftimates 
were laid before a Committee, which tended to prove 
that, the Colonels gained little or nothing by the clothe 
ing ; which however, he adds, muft certainly have 
been fallacious.— ^£f Trcatifc on Military Finance. 

I cannot quit the fubjcQ: of clothing without making 

ment 
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ment of the public mind, which 

might be eafily fubdued. Time, how- 
ever, and unprecedented circum- 

# 

a few remarks relative to the grofs abufes which ap- 
pear to cxift in the Militia...— As "there is a regula- 
tion by which the flated time is fixed for the viewing 
and fealing the patterns for the clothing of the army, 
(namely the 9th of November) from which a£l the fe- 
veral Colonels become entitled to the Allignment of 
their refpedlive Off-reckonings ; and as there is a 
Clothing-Board, at whofe meeting the faid Colonels in 
the army are obliged to exhibit proper patterns, why 
(hould Militia Colonels (land exempted from fo wife 
and neceffary a controul ? They derive the fame, nay 
fometimes greater, emoluments, (as I fhall hereafter 
prove.) — ^Without being fubjeft to that flrift uniformity 
which marks the Line — If Militia regiments rank with 
the Army, as they unqueftionably do, (being the youn- 
ger of their rank), and are fubjeft to every regulation 
and article of war by which the reft of his Majefly's 
forces are direfted ; if their fubfiftence and^ almoft 
e /ery otlier fum be iffued (in time of war) from the 

fiances. 
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fiances, have convinced mankind (at 

lead the reafoning part of them) that 

as the faults of arbitrary councils are 

feidom prevented by the fuggeftions 

of good fenfe and timely forefight, 

an obflinate adherence to falfe mea- 

« 

fures almofl always accompanies 
their deeifions. Without attempting 
to be a fpecies of evangelic fource of 

fame fource, and through the fame channels, docs jt 
not feem ridiculous and contradiftory to fee any orjc 
part of the eflablifhment different from the reft ? I 
much doubt whether more advantages would not a^:- 
crue to the country (there certainly would be fewer 
abfurdities to obflruft the fervice) if every Captain, 
being a rcfponfible man, had the clothing of his com- 
pany as he has the fupplying of neceffaiies. Nor 
fhould the Militia be in Swrlet, Blue Cloth with dif- 
fcrcnt Facings and Buttons, indicative of the fcvcral 
Counties would be ufeful and unifoiin. The Empire 
has wifely adopted this plan in the Netherlands. 

poll-. 
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political, religious, or even moral 

information, it becomes this country, 
my Lord, either to get beyond the 
ftorms of two oppofite extremes 
through the firft channel that is 
compatible with its dignity, or to 
continue its co-operation abroad,' 
without affording inilances of the 

moft fuperfluous expenditure at 
home*. 



* As Mr. Arthur Young, in his late Philllpic, has 
propofed a Militia for the Defence of the Country, 
vvhich he fomewhat oddly fliles a Rank and File of Pro^ 
ptrty^ the following aftual ex pence of the Colonels for 
fubfiftence only^ will prove how cafy it is to vociferate 
profcflions ofdifintereflcdnefsp but alas! how difficult 
to fubftantiate them by patriotic Sacrifices! 

Fifty-fevcn Militia Colonels (a// gentlemen of large 
landed property, at Icafl fuppofed to be fo, with a qua- 

I have 
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I have already faid that I fhould 

not enter into the good or bad po- 
licy of our pefent hoftilities, but at 
the fame time I have taken the liber- 
ty to direft your Lordlhip's atten- 
tion as well as that of the M r, (if 

ungracious fuggeftions can be ho- 
noured with a M r's refleftion) 

towards that fimilarity and coinci' 
dence of things which may afford 
precaution to ourfelves. 

To do this effeclually (notwith- 
Handing my reluftance to anticipate 
a fpecific Inveftigation of Abufes) 

)ification of/"iooc3 per annum, or Heir-apparent to 
j£20oo per annum each) receive at the rate of il. 4s. 
per day, £^2^966 per annum, independent of fomc 
Hundreds from Clotliing, &c. &c. &c. &c. 

I mufl 
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I mufl: take the hazard of trefpafling 

largely upon your known candour 

and affability, by running over fome 
old matter to (hew that the internal 

oeconomy of this kingdom might be 

rendered lefs liable to the errours 

and misfortunes which have con- 

vulfed its neighbour. 

Smith, in his able treatife on the 
Wealth of Nations, with much pro- 
priety remarks, ^^ That the eftablifh- 
ment of perfeft juftice, of perfed li- 
berty and of perfect equality, is the 
very fimple fecret which mofl effec- 
tually fecures the higheft degree of 
profperity to the Three efficient 
ClafFes of Community," After what 
I have already witten refpeding the 
Three Eftates which compofe the 

Con- 
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Conftitution, I ftiall not, I truft, be? 

accufed df wifhing to infinuate that 
in Equality of Right there fhould be 
Equality of Situation. So different 
are the fentiments which I have im-' 
bibed from obfervation and cherifh^ 
ed in the very bofom of levelling 
philofophy, that no man has more 
lincerely reprobated the *inconfift- 
encies of aflTumed Democracy than I 
have done, and none more clearly 
feen oppreflion and inequality of 
men under the mafks of juftice and 
equality of meafures. Neverthelefs 
I cannot fo far facnfice my idea of 
that fort of general equality and juf- 

• If mankind, either in their individual or aggregate 
capacity, were confijicnt^ half their temporary diflen- 
lions would terminate in permanent tranquility. 

tice. 
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tice, which makgs no diftinftion be- 

tween perfons to counterad the 

claims of merit/ to think favourably 

of an unequal diflribution of honours 

or emoluments rQuicquid fine deitri- 

mehto poffit commodari, id tribuafur 

cuique vel ignoto. 

Two vcryoppofite inferences which 
men, equally oppofite in their open, 
though perhaps perfeftly congenial 
in their fecret views, will draw frorix 
this declaration, make it not fuper- 
fluous to add, that wherever there is 
public property to pay public ability 
every office of the State Ihould be 
(hut againft private patronage and 
private influence. The (ketch I have 
already offered in the foregoing 

K pages. 
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pages, of our Military Eftablifliments % 

is a better illuftration of the equivo- 
cal term Influence^ than metaphors 

or fimilies can give. Whether that 

« 

Influence be the duft or oil of the 
Wheels of Government*, or a fort of 

> • 

• ■ -■ 

* Sec note on the ' Example of France a Warning 
to Great Britain.' p. ii2. But to wave metaphors 
and fimilies let me refer the reader to the following 
faft in addition to the increafe of Indepcaideat €ott« 
ptoieSy for a full illullration of military Influence* 
When the Colonelcy of a Militia Regiment, ufually 
emboclied not a hundred miles from the Weftem 
part bf Middlefex, became vacant, the next gendeinan 
in fucceflion was fuddenly (tepped over by th6 sip-r 
pointment of another perfon who had never been in 
the Regiment* He naturally remonflrated againfl a 
preference which precluded him from a fituation for 
which, both in wealth and nominal fervice, at leaft of 
thirty-two years, he thought himfclf amply qualified. 

political 
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I 

political Chymiftry to concentrate 
national contributions for partial 
purpofes is of little import as far as 

Various have been the reports refpefling the refiUt of 
his applicatioB. The foIlo\viog one, I believe, will 

prove to be the mofl correft — Lord G acquain^jd 

him "that Government would not in future entru ft 
Militia Regiments to any man, however large his pro- 
perty, unlcfs he were a Member of one of the Houfes 
of Parliament." Another report is current that as the 
-Applicant enjoyed a very lucrative poft under Go- 
vernment, it was incompatible for a Clerk in office to 
be at the head of a County Regiment ; but that if he 
would refign one, his Majefty could not have any ob- 
jeflion to his taking the other. To which alternative 
he wifely replied, that " ht fliould never give -up thfi 

Jubjlance for the JhaAow.** This note, I believe, 

might afford ample room for comparative reile6lion, 
and if ranged with a variety of other circumftances, 
muft explain the fecret of Influence and Patronage. 

mere 



I 75 1 
mere definition goes ; but it is of no 

fmall confequence to the Land at 
large to learn whether a Commander 
in Chief be placed in that honourable 
and not lefs refponfible fituation^ be- 
caufe he has not only been an aftive 

officer through every fubordinate fi- 
tuation, or been fuddenly promoted 
for uncommon profeflional merit, but 
becaufe he is in the aftual poffeflion 
of thofe great qualifications which 
neither time nor infirmities can van- 
quifh, and which are indifpenfably 
Tfequifite for the wife direftion of fo 
intricate an Eftablifhment* 

It is of no fmall confequence whe-- 
thcr the Secretary of a War-depart- 
ment be continued in office becaufe, 

with 
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with the afliduity of perfpnal inveftir 
gation and knowledge of Military 
Arrangements, he is able to corred 
Abufes and propofe Amendments, or 
becaufe there is a lort of negative 
virtue, not to fay infignificancy, a- 
bout him which neither offends one 
party nor materially ferves another ; 
in a word, whether the different ci- 
vil as well as military fituations have 
Ihe original principles of their in- 
ftitution anfwered by independent 
public exertions, or are perverted by 
partial interefls ? 

Thefe are objects of confideration 
fo clolely conne£led with the wel- 
fare of every country, and at the 
fame time fo manifeflly flighted by 

al- 
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almofl every Goverijirient in Europe* 

that to pafs them curforily over 

would be to ad like thefe men who, 

while their own houfes are on fire, 

officioufly quit them to be prefent at 

the misfortunes of their neighbours. 

I have often faid, and I afifert it ftjll, 
that unqualified philantrophy has nd« 
thing to do with the concerns of an 
individual nation when its deareft 
interefts areatftake, norfbould mere 
humanity cpnftitute the Politician's 
creed. — Like the Glacieres of Swit: 
zerland, a Statefman's mind fhould 
be beyond partial commiferation ; 
and although every tender fenfation 
might glow within his heart, like the 
funbeams that warm the vallies un^ 

der. 



V 
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der, not one Ihould ever reach his 

head. 



But a truce to allegory or meta- 
phorical allufions. — Plain fa6ts, de- 
duced from plain events, are now 
before us, and neither tropes nor fi- 
^guces are neceflary to lend con vie- 
tion when fimilar caufes are, by com- 
parative refleftions, brought to a 
ceftaiii (landard of fimilar effeSs* 
We have had 6ft one fide cbarfe and 
blood-ftained DetnocfraCy, dreffed 
like a Virginr in all the tender attri- 
btite^ of iftnocenee, ffepping out of 
Paradife to diflribute the bleflings 
of Freedom ; and when the veil has 
been thrown afide, we have feen the 
timid maid fiand up to her waif): ift 

bloody 
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r 

blood, and pour from the promifed 
Horn of plenty national famine and 
deftru6lion*. On the other, the de- 
voted viflim of unguarded levity kas 
been figuratively raifed beyond the 
level of mankind to fhew that Arif- 
tocracy was fomething more than 
human. 



A delightful vijion that once lighted 
on this orb, andfcarcelyfeemed to Umch 
it; that once wasfeenjvjl above the ho- 
rizon , decorating and cheeving the ele* 
vatedfpherejhe jufl began to move in^ 

• I refer the reader, for a perfonification of this me- 
taphor, t^ Mademoifellc Theroighe, who on the loth 
of AugiidWas fo confpicuouQy great in leading on the 
Revolutionifts againft the Swifs. This lady was young, 
beautiful, and apparently Dentimental. 

^ glit^ 
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glittermg Wte the morning Jlar^ full df 
life^ and vigour, andjoy^ — Such, my 
-Lord, have been the two fantaftie 
iixiages by which all Europe is con- 
vulfed ; and fuch the falfe lights 
by' which the aggregate of mankind 
have been led, for the attainment of 
fiiSlitious bleffings, into the moft me- 
lancholy paths of wretchednefs and 



• t 



♦ The intelHgent reader wilF'be pleafcd to recolleft, 
that however plain and unadorned the greatefb part of 
Mr. Paine's writings may be^ there are fcveral paffages, 
particularly the one alluded to, in which his Common 

Senfe has been fonietimes led away by a warm imagi- 
nation. With regard to his opponent, Mr. Burke, ft 
is fomewhat curious to obfefve that he has attributed 
the misfortunes of France and all Europe to. the mea- 
fures which were adopted by So'phisteks, CEcoko- 
MisTs, and Calculators, "tt^hat was Mr. Burke's 
Syflem when hb was in office ? 

L hor- 
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horrour. Without fplitting, there- 
fore, as half our moclera JPoliticiapa' 
appear to do, and as the old Cpvern- 
onent of FraiKe mod jtidubitably did"^ 
upon rocks Which plain iRealoB «d»- 
refts us to avoid ; let parties corndi- 
ally unite, and by gradual eur^oal- 
mentis at hofcee — :fi»ce wip nw^ /jbnp 
engaged abroad— endeavour tpi^by^* 
ate thofe inevitable calamities which 
an excefEve Expenditure, unrelieved 
by Commerce, will entail upon us« 

1 do not wifh to be ironical, and I 
hope the application will not be 
thought ridiculous, when I fubmit 
the well known Adage of a fpright- 
ly Roman writer^ to the confider-. 

* Horace. 

ation 
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atidn of every thinking man. Quid 
lit futurum Cras, fuge quacrere — 
which fignifies in plain and honcft 
Englifl>— Jbw and be merry to-day but 
never inindjti^inorfow\': 



~'^As-cvbi^€ifcuiiMh4ic<*, hcAvWef hbttfcly, which 
^attvelucklate f^g^fti6hs^ ^ould be brought forward, 
I.will afk^tiif eQ/ewic$^Fa rer>^i>l^ jand^n^derate Re. 
form lyhether, on an ^flate being materalily hurt by 
^travagaoce, that Steward is.not rather .to be depend- 
ed upon, who recommends a fyflem of oeconomy 
thatr he carr hk whcr, by temporary expedients, 
\tt^ up Jdi& faitifi proRiOoii without any apparent 
fymptom of future ruin. If the £(bts (hould not be 
guarded againfl the fpeculations of the latter hy^ the 
wife precaution of entail, the credulous proprietor or 
his devoted heir are in the courfe of time not only em- 
barrafTed by accumulated intereft, but at laft reduced 
to the deplorable neceflity of mortgaging ihe whole in- 
heritance to live upon the refufc of his anceflor. 

Had 
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Had this been the doftrinc of their 
forefathers, Englifhmen, I fear, would 
now be little more than fubfervieint 
appendages to continental Tyranny, 
Through their, facrifices of private 
comforts and enjoyments to fecure 
public Wealth and National diftinCf 
tion, we have gradually rifen, amidft 

• # 

the ftorms of others, to a pitch of en- 
viable Grandeur — ^As the;r defcen-- 
dants it is our duty, but ft is mof| 

efpeciaUy yours My Lord, ajid 
every Senator's in Great Britain^ to 
trg.nfmit to Pofterity the fame unble- 
miftied name and undiminifhed 
credit. 

It fhould be our fludy, (like that of 
the good and wife old man whofe 
honourable exertions through life 

have 
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have been crowned by accunlu. 

lated wealth,) to deliver to our chiU 

4ren upon a permanent tenure of In. 

tpgrity, not only the unimpaired eC* 

t^tes Qur Fore-fathers left us, but likcr 

wife fome additional advantages of 

pur own acquirement. 

In the trufl: of Public cpncernif 
there is no fuch thing as individual 
property.* The inftant any man^or 
fet of men undertake the charge of 
what relates to Millions, the dearefl 
obje6l he or they can have becomes 
a fecondary confideration. 

?* When the prevention of fmuggling became an pb^ 
jcQ: of national Concern, an AQ: was paffed to confine 
the long boats to certain dimenfions. — It was accord- 
ingly put in force, and the owneis were indemnified 

Th«r 
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The hour, I apprehend, is haftily 

advancing, when the Ariflocracy of 
Patties muft yield to Neceffity ; and 
Wfaeii individual intereft will* havfe 
little dfd to hold l>y than the obfcurity 



)• ^ i-." 



in fome degree for the neceflity they were under of fi^f- 
fering by the curtailment* A very fhort interval, how- 
ever, fbon proved that the Miniiler had been deceived 
m'h^idea^ or prevention, as the fame illicit praflices 
'^Ueft'Aicceisfiilly continued under the prefcribcd linA^ 
tatjons ^ another order was accordingly ifTued and the 
^very boats which had been cut up and put together, aft 

well as many new ones that were built became fudden* 

* • .* ■ 
ly iiiclefs and were prohibited. Whoever doubts the 

hB, dusty vUU the edaCl of Kent) and learn from vifible 
marks of coercion Haki the p roperty of an indhridusil 
is never confidered by a Minifter to the prejudice of 
public utility ; how far fuch a Minifter fhould firft in- 
yeftigate every poffiblc obftaclc to the fair and juft 
CQi^pletion of his views, before he facrifices indi- 
vidual property, let the Deal and Dover Men deter- 
mine, . 

of 
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of retiremeat, or, fliould it flepi 
jahro^d^ the watchful temper of for- 
giving Faith. Far be it from me to 
x:reate alarms on the ground of poiffi- 
ble events — Circumftances, however, 
more apparently remote than almoft 
^ny we can felcfl; among ourfelves^ 
have ^adually fapped to the very 
foundations of other Kingdoms ; and 
although FraiKre feems alone to hay^ 
tumbled, from the moft elevated pitch 
of Monarchy, into the broadeft gulph 
of Anarchy, the Politician cannot be 
ignorant of a wide and vifible teii- 
dency towards fimilar convulfions 
among the moft defpotic of her 
^neighbours ; nor will the confidence, 
arifing from concentrated influence 
within a Treafury and plumed by 

temporary 
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temporary triumphs, fave the coiin^ 

try, or prevent internal mifchief, 

ihould any misfortune co-operate 

with the prevalent fpirit of jealous 

inveftigation. 

The Arcana of State, the tricks of 

party, and all the labyrinths of po*- 

litical cabal, have been, and are 

hourly, too clofely vifited, for the 

•moft refined exertion of intrigue to 

bafHe reafon. The neceflity of fubor* 

dination, however felt by the Land 
at large, is no longer veiled in myf-* 
tery — Government and rational fub- 
je6i:ion, fojong perplexed and j^r- 

pqfely difguifed, are terms as perfe6lly 
underflood by the fwini/h multitude, 
as the Geographical chart of Europe 
appears to be by thofe who imagine 

they 
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they have a right to divide and fub- 

4 

divide the native property of their 
neighbours,* from no other caufe 
than becaufe dominion is their lull 
and privileged rank their objeft. 

If, in lieu of following the falutary 
di6);ates of found fenfe and ex- 
experience, we are fatally purfuing 
the tra6l through which the fhort- 
fighted minifters of France in 1788 
and 1789 in vain attempted to force 
the encumbered and crazy machine 
of government, the fame obflacles 
mufl occur, and worfe calamities 
perhaps enfue. The different expe- 
dients which were ufed to divert the 
people from a galling fenfe of oppref- 

♦ Poland h an inftance i^i point. 

M fion 
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fion only ferved to engraft upon 
their minds the rooted hatred of de- 
termined oppofition. The manufac- 
tures of the country firll felt the 
fliock — There are many, I believe^ 
in this Ifland who muft remember 
the lamentable effefts which were 
almoft inftantly produced by the 
injudicious Treaty of Vergennes.* 

♦ This fliort-fighted Miniftcr died a vrery fhort time 
after ihc ratification of the Trcaty-^Ncvcr did Abili- 
ties appear in a more glorious light than on this mc- 
morablc occafion. Although England had a Duke 
and Peer of the Realm in the very bofom of Nego- 
ciation and at the fountain head of Court- Intrigue, 
Adminiftration found it neceffary to employ talents, 
which had been exerted againft themfelves, to accom- 
pli(h their ends. Their fucccfs is faid to have occafi- 
oned the death of Vergennes ; although many havi 
maintained that the fcverity of D'Alembert, in an 
invcfligation of his political chara£ler, broke his heart, 

Lyons 
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Lyons, the feat of commercial oc- 
cupation and manual induftry, was - 
foon out done by Norwich, Manchef- 
ter and Leeds; and from a natural 
fufpenfion of labour was fuddenly 
reduced to the moft . limited (late 
of traffic. 

Hence the difcontents which were 
manifefted at a very early period 
throughout the South, and which* 
were rapidly communicated from 
the inland Towns, to Toulon, Bour- 
deaux and Marfeilles. 

Nor was the North lefs unfortunate. 
The city of Amiens in the very in- 
fancy of this fatal intercourfe, af- 
forded public marks of the injuries 
which its trade fuftained. The Looms 

ceafed 
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tcafed ; and hundreds of outcafl 

workmen filled the whole province 

of Piccardy with fignals of Want 

and Wretchednefs. 

England, in the mean-time, was ra- 
j>idly rifing from the loffes fhe had 
borne during the American conteft, 
and through the indefatigable induf- 
try of its inhabitants was foon en- 
riched upon the wreck of that very 
Nation, whofe ambition had almofl 
been her ruin. This triumph, how- 
ever proved no otherwife advanta- 
geous than \n occafioning a very large 
demand of maiiy articles that 

might have remained on hand.* It 

' • It remaiils ftill a doiibt with mc whether eveYi this 
j:foh*tical ftroke of the Cabinet with kll its temporary 
benefits— might not eventually have given a death- 

likewife 
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like wife give aii additional impulfe 
to that fpirit of fpeculation which is 
fo peculiarly interwoven with the 

4 

native temper of an Ehglilhi Mer- 
chant. Eager to obtain a ready mar- 
ket for their manu{a61:ures, the moft 
numerous ettgagettients we**e en- 
tered into, by the. firfl; Houfes in 
every Town of Induftry throughout 

« 

the itiiitxd. KTdr were they fatisfied 
with the ctiftoiiiafy channels of cor- 

blow to our own manufaftures — H,ad the Government 
of France been fettled according to the plans formed 
in 2789, the Tefty Cor|K)rktion and other intiuman 
A6ls would havei occ^LfiOnefd Wore emigrations of men 
and transfer of property fcoro us than tfcc bloody Edift 
of Nantes did from them. . So limited are the Specu- 
lationsof thofc v^ho cotofult.the prefent moment with-- 
out deeply looking intd fufiiirity — Quid -Sit f uturum 
Cras fuge quaerere ! 

refpondencc 



C 95 1 
berty but never experienced the 

moft trifling of its bleffings. 

The tyrannical efFefls of privi- 
leged indolence were ftrongly 4e- 
pi6led in the contrail of ration^nl 
equality. Not in that equality of fi- 
tuation and fortune which the qlarn)- 
ed Ariftocracy of Jlurppe has fo mi-^ 
ferably tortured into levelling bru- 
tality, but in that gradual fubordina- 
tion which in its moft elevated point 
«iuft have had defert and induftry to 
rife through, before it could obtain 
fubjeftion andefteem; which cannot 
admit of principles derogatory to 
fenfe and juftice, or, (if unfortunate- 
ly affecled in the lapfe of time,) 
which readily correds abufes by 

difin- 
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tKtinterefted reafon. A fubordinS'- 
tion, in faft, which having merit 
for its bafisj leaves all the avenues to 
wealth and honour Open to commu- 
nity, without difturbing one focial 
linkby'the nugatory pomp^ of ab- 
ilraft grandeur. 



This was the pi6lure, which, in 
the infancy of belief, imagination 
drew, and which the .galled inhjabi* 
tants of France beheld in every cir-- 
cumftance of traffic. In the commo- 
dities of England the difference of 
government appeared, and natural 
comparifons arofe between thol'e 
principles of ftate which partially 
give power to few at the expence of 

N many 
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deur, for every member in fociety, 

it was not neceflfary for the records 

of Heraldry to be firft fearched be-f 

fore acknowledged ability could be 

intrufted with command. The man 

of {kill (although he might have rifen 

from the humble fituation of a* Ca- 



flattcr by leffening the worth of |;hofe whqfe abilities 
they cannot equal, 

* In the old govrernment of France the Gens D- Armcs 
were compofed of Noblemen — And it is well known 
that, however experienced or brave the Captain of a 
Merchantman might prove, it was inipoflibic for him' 
to obtain the lowefl CommifTion in the Navy — The 
Army, under the fame degrading rcftri£lions, was inac- 
cefiiblc to the fons of Tradefmcn. Cooke and 
Kempenfelt and the manner in which they rofc 
were in (lances well known to the French, before tkc 
p.evolution, 

bin 
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bin boy on board a Collier, to be Poft* 
Captain in the Navy) was not, they 
believed, the lefs efleemed by an 

Englilh government ; Nor were the 
Guards of St, James's neceflarily 
obliged to produce their degrees of 
family defcent, before they could be 
allowed to move beneath the imme- 
diate notice of a fovereign — Parlia- 
ment, the facred depofitary of the 
people's confidence and rights, was 
not, they believed, rendered the afy- 
lum of titled wretchednefs, the re- 
treat of venal property, or the re- 
fource of interefted cabal. Fully 
aflured that not only the; advantages 
poffeired by their Englifh Correfpon- 
4ents in commercial, as well as po- 
litical 
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litical points, were not only the im- 
mediate refult of a good Conftitutiont 
but that their own meafures were de- 
rived from the mod odious fyftemof 
a bad one, they readily liftened to the 
firft didates of awakened anger and 
refejitment* 



The ghaftly form of flavery had ne-' 
ver till then appeared in its real garb 
of lamentable horrour — Enquiry had 
ijever fearched the different towns 
and villages, or if it had, their wrongs 
were only partially viewed, ar^d lay 
bu4:;ied under the gigantic weight of 
countenanced oppeffion. As Enqui- 
ry brought on conviftion of the inju- 
ries they bore, comparifon aggravat- 
, ed what they felt and knew. Every 

de- 
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department (civil and military, tem'- 
poral and fpiritual) exhibited marks 
of infamous abufe, and every order 
and fituation groaned under -a par- 
tial kind of tyranny. The indolent 
and unexperienced fat plumed in 

infolent diftinftion, while the aftivt 

« 
and deferving were ftripped of the 

very wealth they fapplied and 
guarded. 

It was not, therefore, an unexpeft- 
ed or extraoidinary event to thofc 
who knew the country, to fee every 
quarter in an inflant rife, and every 
department either wholly oppofe the 

government that wronged th6m, or 
partially divide from oppofite opinL 
on ; nor was their fubfequent union 

oi 
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of principles Angular, when their 

injuries were proved, and the fource 
of their calamities was known to be 

the fame. The Court and Ariftocra- 
cy in vain attempted to reftrain the 
popular torrent — Once let loofe it 
gathered from the remoteft corner 
of the kingdom ; and as every indi- 
vidual had long experienced within 
himfelf what the tyranny of his ru- 
lers would not allow him to rrlake 
publickly known, the tide of difcon- 
tent was at its full before the influ- 
ence, by which it rofe, appeared. 

The Army, the laft and generally 
the fatal refource of alarmed domi- 
nion, had in its combats for Ameri- 
ca 
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ca already imbibed very different 
ideas from thofe which the Court 
of Verfailles too fondly imagined 
would operate in its own fupport,* 
Merit and Ability had long felt the 
galling precedence which was hourly 
lavilhed upon mere unprofitable 
birth and rank ; Nor could the foli 
tary Crofs of St. Louis (little more 
than the gilded badge of unrewarded 
valour) prevent the veteran from 
feeling that his fears were only no- 
ticed, becaufe his fervices could not 
be hidden ; but that neither were 



* This pafTage brings forcibly to my rccollc£lion the 
conclufion of a very intercfting convcrfation which I 
had with the Baron D*E of the Regiment Au- 

O fuf. 
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f ufficient to raife him beyond the pre^ 

cribed' limits of Arbitrary neceffity. 
Hence it naturally followed that 9 

vergnc Sans tacJic f in 1788, previous to the encanjpr 
ment at St. Omcr's, This Veteran, who had been at 
the capture of Lord Cornwallis in America, entered 
into, much defultory converfetion relative to Govcrnr 
ments in general — Pie finiftied by making ufe of \hp 
following remarkable exprcflionsr— Meflicurs les An- 
glais ont envoye des Talons rouges pour, faire la paix 
en Amerique — Alluding to Lofd Cai:lifle who wore 
red heel Shoes when he went to America.— ^Meflieurs 
les Francais fe feront la guerre par le trop grand nom- 
bre des talons rouges chez eux — The Englijkjcnt red' 
heeled Gentry to make peace zvith America ; the French^ 
by liaving too many of the fame Jpecies at home^ 

will light up a war avfwngjl themfdves Such was 

the language which an old French Officer of dif- 
linguifhed birth but real good fenfc, did not fcruple to 
hold at a public table, and to whofe fentiments the mar 
jprity of the corps fubfc):ibe4. 

Hand- 
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ftandard was no fooner ereSed for 
Ihe wronged toUj to, than the very 
men from whom its dowfifal was 
expefted, either remained fuUenly 
paffive, or precipitately burfling from 
the chains they hated, eagerly flock- 
ed about it. The few, whom efFeroi- 
nacy or gold had corrupted, in vain 
attempted to defend the Palace. A 
mine, with every ingredient of dif- 
afFe6lion and revenge, although not 
immediately placed within its pre- 
cinfts, had already been too widely 
fpread through every order and fitu- 
ation where ability was fcorned and 
ignorance fupported, not to have an 
efFeftuai communication with the 
whole in. the firft eruptioft. 

Tri- 
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Trifling as the murder of the grey- 
headed mendicant in the Tuiileries 
by the Prince Lambefc may feei» 
to a common obferver, its natural 
iffue was readily feen by the difcon- 
tents which every where prevailed. 
Soldiers were foon taught to know 
and as eafily began to feel that the 
difference between them and citizens 
confifted in little elfe than a diffe- 
re nee of drefs and occafipnal diver- 
fity of employment. But they did 

not believe (becaufe a Govern- 

' . ■ ■ • '• 

mcnt at firfl perhaps ufurped, and 
certainly corrupt at laft) had in info- 
lence of authority thought it expedi- 
ent to feparate interefts by divid- 
ing occupations, rational fubje6lion 

and 
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and wife fubordmation were to be 
eternally fubjeft to oppreffion. They 
had already ceafed to indulge ab* 
furdity and delufiori by tamely fub- 
mitting to the diftates of partial 

weaknefs at the expeuce of focial 
concord. 



* To be the mere machines and in- 
ftruments of one or more of their fel- 
low-creatures becaufe accident or 

• As I have uniformly endeavoured to pre(s upon 
the mind of my Reader a full convidion of my at- 
tachment to the Conflitudon of Great Britain, the fol- 
lowing Extraft may not appear extraneous or too ni- 
nute ; efpccially when fome fort of (imilitude niay he 
found between caufes which have produced the molt 
melancholy effects in oae country and are not entirdy 
without influence ktre. I mean ia the unequal djf- 

force 
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force had placed a diadem on qne 

and lavifhed dignities on inothef^ 
appeared dilgraceful , and unjuft^ 

tribution of public ramk' and propttty— •The Arnty be* 
]^g a glaring inflance in point, I fhall preTcnt two or 
three regulations which will prove (as I have af- 
ferted), that the fault is not wholly in the original prin- 
ciples of government, but in the pra£lice of them« 
If it fliould be aiked where this general obferyation 
can apply^The anfwer is ; From the fupprfeding ef 
a deferving Officer in the Guards to make way for a 
young fcotch Nobleman, to the late notorious purckafe 
over every Captain in the 56lh of Foot — ^Yet that 
Government has provided againfl this and other abufea 
"will appear by the fubfequent pafTages out of a collefhion 

4 

of Regulations, Orders, and Inilru^ons ilTued for the 
tifeofthe Army, 

••When the Officers recommended flfn' fiWtelfe*' 
(the fame wife pteeautittrl holds gbord hi 6^rf 6tft»ft' 
eafe) «* are not the E^dcftm ihefr Rank, tlW CdkfM dir 
»' Contoianding Officer muft fignify his reafons why the 

while 
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while millions of their own fpecies 

were ftripped and hungered to fup- 

port ambition, 

Neverthelefs, the neceflity of in- 
dividual facrifices for public goodt 

** fenior Officers are not recomrpended" — What mull 
the Candid and impartial feel were they to hear from 
a Veteran ^'that ks toas not promoted lecaujt he had 
.♦•' T^Q^hing hvM Scars and a record of longfervic€4 to ^er / 

« That no Officer (hall be abfent from his duty too 
** long at one time, 

« That every Officer, newly appointed and who 
**has never before been in our Service (hall, upon join- 
<< ing his Regiment remain in Quarters until he fkall 
4^ be perfe6ied in all Regimental Duty. 

« His Majefly expefts from all Colonels that they 
** will not propofe to bring in any Officer ciihcr from 

fo 
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fofar from being crulhed by this no- 
ble emancipation 6f the mind, ac- 
quired new influence by foldiers 

* 

and citizens conjointly feeling a mu- 
tual interell in every ofFenfive and 
defenfive meafure. The frailties of 
human nature did not vanifli at the 
appearance of that political know- 
ledge which, in rendering unto go- 
vernment what belongs to govern- 

*< anoiher Regiroent or from the Half-pay or otherwifc 
<« without having tliemfdves a fufficlcnt knowledge of 
«' the charaftcr and former fervices of fuch Officer, and 
*' having prcvioufly fatisfied themfelvcs, by evciy in- 
*' quiry in their ^ower, that the King's regulations on 
<* that head are intended to be ftriftly complied with.** 

Although this extraft relates immediately to the fuc- 
ceflions of Officers, Kiay not the application hold good 
elfewhcrc ? 

ment 
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ftient, reftores to the multitude in 
fubje6lion the fulleft fenfe of all their 
rights. Nor. did the perverfion of 
ideas^ (purpofely made ufe of by ar- 
tifice and intereft under the mifre- 
prelcnted colours of levelling Philo- 

fophy), prevent them in the wildeft 
paroxy fm of foufed indignation from 
acknowledging controul ; but it was 
a controul formed upon the folid ba- 
fisof confidence^ and dire6led by 
principles of truth and juftice. 



Thefe are opinions. My Lord, 
which may be readily conftrued into 
theoretical innovation without apofli- 
bility of praftice; but itcanonly be fo, 

P where 
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where neither events juflify remark 

nor experience ratifies aflertion ; both 
however, in France, have been moll 
effedually beneficial to the recupe- 
ration of principles which nothing 
but the degeneracy of mankind had 
rendered deplorably abortive. Every 
individual intereft and jealous par- 
tiality funk away the moment ft waar 

generally felt that an unjufl; alFump- 

- ■ - ' 

tion of power and unfair diftribution 
of privileges kept afunder the dear- 
eft ties of rational fociety*. 



♦ To fliew how extremely inapolitic and odious 
every fpccics of Partiality haf always been thought by 
fenfible men, I fubmit the following obf^rvation of th«. 
moft dcfpotic Monarch that ever reigned in Europe—* 
After having fevcrcly repriniandcd his immediate- heir 

With 
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With the emancipation of the mind 

naturally cajiie the emancipation of 
perfon. The I^eafant's fimpte frock 
arid the Soldier's loaded uniform 



and fucceflbr for fomc mifconduQ: during one of h*S 
Campaigns he concluded by faying th^t— -" What miglit 
*«t)e a mere fault in a common fubjoft was a crime in the 

r 

<' Son and nephew of it- King/' Is not this an indire6b 

reproach upon, many glaring unjuft diflinflions and 

» 
partialities which are vifible in almoft every dcpart- 

mcnt ? Are not Brothers Zini more diftant relatives in* 

.... ' 

troduccd into Office without a reference to fervice ? 

And do not many Regiments exhibit inftances of in- 
dulgence arifing folely from private priori vcs and fami- 
'ly-fuggefllons ? mere confanguinity and birth are nQ 
honeft recommendations to place, pcnfion or prefer- 

« 

ment, nor can they palliate or cxcufe ignorance aryj 
negleft of duty— Thefc arc fafts unqucftionablc— 
Where and how they apply I leave every Englifbroan 
to find out. 

in- 
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inftanlly ranged together from fen-. 

timents of ecjuality in Right; and as 
JSothhad b^en opprefled. Both rofe 
conJ9intly to expel their tyrants, The 
Court in vain endeavoured to reftrairj 
by violence what they had gradu^ 
ally feduced by Artifice. The dark- 
nefs of intrigue was removed by a 
fpecies of eledrical communication 
of Spinion, which not only roufed the 
people from the torpour of fubmif- 
fion by an unprecedented ilimulus 

to aftion, but like wife afforded per^ 
ihanent Conviftion — ^Invidious comr 
parifons and confequent animofities 
119 longer grew out of a feparation 
of interefls ; nor were clalfes efla^ 
blifhed to preferve » diflinftion 

of 



<>f parts where unanimity was 
wanted for the whole* The ve- 
teran Soldiers, mingled with the 
unexperienced citizens and formed 
them for the field. One objeft was to 
be obtained, and that of fuch a mag- 
nitude that nothing lefs tha;i an une^ 
qui vocal fa orifice of every private 
fenti^nt was re(][uired to reach it. 
Hjence thofe imnjediate exertions of 
tal^nljs in the Civil, Military and even 
in the Eclefiaftical departments 
which diftinguiftied the year 1789. 



The Courtier alone appeared and 
was diflatisfied with what he igno* 
rantly called abfurd and contradic- 
tory innovation, Tq repel their 

(hock 
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fliock, therefore, force ^nd cunning 

were conjointly ufed. But as the com- 
mon artifice of ftate had already 
loft its influence, and was hourly 
baffled by the vigilance of men who 
knew its evils, a mixture of intrigue 
and violence was finally reforted to. 
To prevent a further propagation 
of truths which went direftly to the 
annihilation of abufes, the remori- 
ftrahces of the different Provinces 
were harlhly returned, their repre- 
fentatives were awed by threats and 
exile, and freedom of opinion was 
crufhed by the tyranny of Police- 
Enquiry.* But there was a fpirit 

* I forbear to make any remarks upon the AfTocia- 
tions of this country, or the fupport they obtain frqi^ 

the new magiftffacy. The Police^ however, is a terna 

» 

gone 
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gone abroad which neither infultt 

elbowed by contempt and plumed 

by infolence, could fubdue, nor ex - 

treme coercion could reftrain. Mere 

nominal diftin6lion and nugatory 

Grandeur were daily drawn forth 

divefted of their colours, and by the 

whichy if itri6Uy analyfed, would produce much com- 
parative Refle6lion. — I do not fay that any of its eifc6U 
have^^^ fuggefted even an ideal (imilarity between them 
and the Lettres de Cachets or InquifitionS' of other 
countries— Junius obferves— '< Had there been no ilar^ 
. ^ .Cbamber, there would have been no rebellion 2^ain(l 
*^ Charles the Firft; The conflant censure and admo- 

*' nition of the prefs would have corre£led his condufl, 
<< prevented a civil war, and faved him from an ignomi- 
<* nious death." The High Court of Judicature inic 
neijgbbouring Countxy may perhaps draw a different in- 
ference than is meaiAto be conveyedou this oocafion— ^ 
SvtntS; mgft probably, will e;x]^laix\ the Conuaont. 

dif.. 
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dent <jU/'cc^?iteiUbj. i]^?^i?^ .w^,i<;h aje,y 

Pride (w^ic^ i» 9^inof^ alw^y^aqcp^- 
panied hy ignorapice-) np^ Jhavj}jg|?a4 

to the laft from an ^Jtjfiipal;? .^effeyfr 
ranee ia wrong. : ,, ...r vr. 

The Arffiy, notwithftahdiiig 4ft56ir 
apparent readinefs to c6-6perate i^ith 
theC6urt, had not ohlj^'beieri' maaW 
acquainted with the pa^ikl hardHiips 
6f their own eftaHilhfeht, but Mfe^ 
tdfc intimately kbew ■ die' ^ifteirdiii 
ba'dhehs^iiich oppreflctf fHetejiiif^ 

boweS^r r6'imincdi^t<Ay 'a&IaVc their 

V ■ 

^ - ab- 
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abho'rrctrce and' diCgii{i,becdiife the 
ifeaay ihltruments or coercion were 
perpetually before them-^Nof was^ 
tyrkririy fo eriHfel^r' (teferted'as to 
lea Ve 'tb1:he'opjJrefled' the fuUelt cx- 
ercife of their refentment. ' The mi- 
nifters and their partizans — for I will 
do the late' unfortunate Monarch the 
juflice to believe that he was not^an 
a£iive enemy at leaft to his fubjefts — 
prefe'rved the fame infamous career, 
thrbiigfr vifiblie marks of growing 
difcontent, much longer than might 

have been expefled. The hour at 
laft arrived when neither intrigue 
nor violence could hold their ground, 
A fmall body of Troops, headed by 
the mod ignorant delufion, flood 

alone 
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aione in the defence of privileges 
which they endeavoured \* to pror 
ted from no other njotives than ber 
caufe they, looked fof recompencc 
in whatever Ihape and by whatever 
means it came.* 



♦ A few days befpre the Dcftruaioii of the Raftille 
the French Guards ^nd {ome Cavalry were coUcftcd 
together in the Neighbourhood of Paris an3 Vcrfaillcis 
under the command of Marihal Brogli^ — 'When tha^ 
mexnorable event took place, Prinip6 Lambefc , at 
the head of the Royal Allemand endeavoured tq 
^we the inhabitants by the moil peremptory exertion 

of Military Power. It was on this occafion that Louis 
the 1 6th refufed to accompany Marfhal Bro^io, w^o 
pfFered to condud him either to a diflant • Province 
or out of the Kingdom ; previous to which the 
unfortunate Monarch had been given to underftand 
that the refra£):ory part of the Capital might be eafily 
fubdued by coercive meafures«-<-The anfwer he 

Al. 
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. Although in tjie ftrift fenfe of 

comparifon^ quotations ftiould accur 
rately agree with the fubjeds they are 
eited to illuftrate, the following onp 

from Junius willnot be looked upon a» 
entirely ftiperfluous fince the fupport 
of Defpotifm at Rome only differed 
asa Caufe from that of Verfailles^ 

gave«— And nobody I truft, will be fo fevere, as to 
atfert that it p^c^p^ded from weaknefs only— refle&s the 
hlghibfl crediAipon his heart becaufe it appears to have 
been dilated by the pureft humanity. ' Broglio and 
hij^ courtiers alTured him that a flop would be in- 
ilantly put to the excedes of the Populace if his Ma- 
jefty thought proper to exert his power but that it wbuld 
bcpafibn fome bloodfhcd— "7 will remain where I' am 
rather than aftngle dropjhould beJpilledJ* The reft is too 
well known to require a repetition here, 

♦ Rome, from an overgrown Republic funk into an 

by 
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hy being attached to the perfon go- 

veming ih' lieii of the govervlment^' 
^hile tHe itieaiis mtfcj^ Ufe of Were a-^' 
like. The caufe of dikbfltent am6ng^ 
the Romans, notwithflandirig the iiil 
ftrinfic defeAs of x}a&. whole fyftemf 
a|>pedred to exift in. the different 
Emperors alone J whereas; (j through 
the medium of a more enlighten- 
ed' cehtiiry with regard to natu- 
ral Rights,) the murmuiii* of the 
French were immediately direfted 
towards- thofe abtifes^ whith ' co\ild 

■ 

only be removed by general coi^ecli- 
on. The deftruftion of any parti- 

wnweildy Empire ; France, from an overgrown Mo- 
narchy has been broken into every oppofitc fyftcm; 
Medio tutiir»hus ibis. 

cular 
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cblar imlividuaU who fat enflirined 
in imiiUeJligible Graiideur to pre- 
' ferve wiQcJi^ diftinftioa at the ex.*- 
pence? oifftfefwl dignity , was of little 
confe^meiice or advantage if, like 
thC'Hydr^fiw'^Hiflory, the corrupted 
ftate -of the Empire yielded another 
eqikatilyfablbrviedtto its evils. The 

di^eience^ therefore, arofe from the 
gOTerniiient;oFRdine being left dif- 
tehiperdd aitthe^' heattby temporary 
^orre&ioiis, J Whife> • that of Triince 
has been probed throughout all its 
IPjarts. The fimjl^rity of me^n?, Iww- 
^ver, which: was at firft adopted by 
the tyrants of both to obviate thcjuft 
claims of the Nation at large, fp far 

I 

correi]pond^4, Vfith t^e qup.t^UQO; al- 
luded 
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luded to, that the Praetorian Bancls 
were reforted to at Rome, and the 
French GuardsatVerfeillcs;* and that 
both proved eventually faithlefs. Ju- 
nius very juftly remarks after ^aVing 

addreffed the K — -g in the mpft eifi^ 
phatical manner, '^ That the Praetorian 
'^Bands, enervated anddebaiichiBd a9 
they werehad ftillftreugthieiKnJgb 
to awe the Roman Populace ;:.bi)i|t 
when the diflant Legioms took (the 
alarm they marched to Rome; fua4 

^Ii4vidi6uk difliftflioni, as mahjr circumftancesm 
hiftory prpvc, jQu^uM ever Ui avoided wbeie intiMnP 
mity of thought and; a^^pn U nece&vy to sn^!>]^^{^ 
tional profpcrity — In a country, lika Great-Britaki. 
every Soldier fhould be alike — Where the Soldier is 
not) jealoi^ inuili exift aKd! animofity (^cceio. 

* i gave 
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** gave away the Empire." Thus it ma* 
nifeftly appears that although the 
Romans originally becamfe the con- 
querors of the world through the 
exertions of citizens enrolled for 
fervice, the fruits of their valour 
were gradually blighted and finally 
deftroyed by the pervei-fion of prin- 
ciples which never intended that 

military duties fliould be feparated 
from focial ties and civil co-opera- 
tion. 



What the Ambition of the feW 
fuggefted the corruption of the many 
readily fupported ; and Hiftory plain- 
ly (hews that had not Rome relaxed 
with refpeftto the feverity of her 

R laws 
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laws at home, her Authority would 
never have been flighted by the 
chiefs (he fent abroad. No longer 
fcrupulous about her Legions, or 
tenacious of that nice difl:in6lian 
which divided from each other the 
mercenary* wretch and the man of 

principle, (when her impolitic exten* 

* That the meaneft capacity may comprehend the 
full intent of this pafTage, nor confound it with reflec- 
tions which sere more intimately attached to the pie* 
fent Times, it may not be impertinent to refer the l^a« 
der to the fyftems obferved by fome of the French Ge- 
nerals—Particularly Dumourier and Cufline — ^And tht 
fatal ifTueof them, Whilft upwards of Three Hundred 
Thoufand citizens, goaded by r<colle^ed oppreffioii 
and led on by Enthufiaftic liberty, wereei^erVjr flock- 
ing to one general ftandard from diAntcrefled motives ; 
thofe men who had been accuflomed to ferve becaufir 
they had been accuftomed to receive the ^ges of the V 

tion 
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tion of Territory had rendered Ar- 
mies unavoidably necefTary,) abufes 
the mod inveterate fixed upon every 



fervitude, fullcnly hung back and claimed exorbitant 
pay* — If my memory docs not miflead (and I am 
obliged to trufl to memory alone) the Gens D'Armes 
and others from the Line were flattered into fervice by 
being largely paid in fpecic, whilft the National Troops 
were fatisfied with Aflignats; It was upon the former 
that Oumourier relied when he fooli(hly imagined that 
as Gold had won over thofe whofe principles were 
invariably governed by it, the fame magic would pre- 
vail throughout — But he was miftakcn. 

* Every man belonging to the Gens D'Armes re- 
ceived at the rate of Two (hillings and Six-pence per 
day in ca(h — En Argent fonnant — The decree pafTed 
when Dumourier was Minifter of the war department 
or during the admin iftration of Servan his fucccflbr 
and Creature, 

mili- 
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military department ; the civil gav^ 
way to martial jurifdiftion, and pcjWr 
er obtained by bribery or otherwife^ 
was preferved by every General fo 
long as he could fupply the cravings 
of Ambition or the calls of want. In 
the corruption of the Army, Luxury- 
Pride and Indolence, with every 
concomitant Vice and folly, found 
a guilty fecurity, which, though 
always precarious, feemed per- 
manent to thofe who neither flu- 
died events nor were benefited by 
them. Hence that rapid fucceflion of 
jEmperours^ after the Auguftancalm-r 

(If I may ufe the expreffion) which 

^as fo often marked by blood and 

devaftation ; and which progreflively 

* brought 
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brought on all the calamities of 
war and the annihilation of order. 



The final diflblutjonofthis ftupen- 
dous fabric was not, therefore, allon- 
iftiing, fince its exiftcnce hung up- 
on the caprice and interefts of men 
inured to Arnis and eafily fubdued 
by bribery or Ambition. To fup- 
port an unweildy weight of Empire 
different quarters neceffarily flood 
in need qf divided forces, ai;id each 
w?is feparately conimandedby chiefs 
whofe private views hourly defeated 

Public advantage. That props, fo vi- 
fibly defeftive, (hould give way the 

inftant a concuffion took place, was 
certain not only becaufe the Apex* [ % 

like 
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(like the disjointed centre-ftone of afn 

Arch) to which they were connefted 
was itfelf impaired and internal jars 
were in^cefTantly experienced, but 
jnoft efpecially becaufeby outward 
violence every part was (haken and 
convulfed. Had the mifchiefs, (in- 
creafed within herfelf through unre- 
ftrained Q)rruption), been provident- 
ly watched, the murmurs of oppreffed 
individugils might have ceafed with 
the ceflation of that partial tyranny 
which leduced fome to enliftbeneatji 
its banners and left others to be the 
prey of Faftions, 

Thus far My Lord, I have in as 
curfory and fuccind a manner as the 

na- 
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nature of the fubjeft would pertnit^ 

endeavoured to fhew that the down- 
fal of the Roman Empire was in the 
firft place occafioned by the injudi-^ 
eious conjunclion of citizen-Soldiers 
with mercenary Troops, and in the 
next by the Army Eftablifhments 
becotning'univerfally venal and de* 
bauched. By referring your Lord* 
ftiip as well as the inquifitiye and ex- 
perienced Reader to that epoch in 
Hiftory, I have only attempted toef- 
tablifh, upon the ground of antient 
fads, the poffible exiftence of fimilar 

events in the progreilion of modem 
inilitution. 

In the womb of Time there is an 
eternal revolution of good and evil 

which 
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/Wrhich no human fore fight can fe- 
tard, but which the wifdom of ex- 
perience may either feafons^bly a- 
adopt or prudently avoid ; and 
hoWever novel or unprecedented th6 
doarine of French principles may 
appear, its tendency, I believe will 
be found to go no farther than what 
every age has gone beforeJ* Thd 

* In plain words— Every ' Government which de- 
pends upon Force only for Support, mutt eventually 
defeat itfelf— Men, in a corrupt Age, will always be 
found both ready and willing to anfwer the views of 
any particular man or fet of n^en, provided they be 
well paid — Whoever holds out the largefl bribe will 
naturally have the greateft afccndancy over futh 
minds — Hence the neceflity fer trick, aud coercion 
in every defpotic Country — But the Conflitution of 
Creat Britain has provided 6therwife.-»iWhy then 
fiiould French Vices be apprehended amongft; a people 

caufe 



caufe, as I have already remarked, 
has been invariably the fame with re- 
gard to the alteration of laws and 
frufloms from the firft inftitution of 



Whd arc guarded agalnft them by EnglifK Virtues ? H^c 
do hot want a {landing army at home, and th^ troops 
we fend abroad poflefs, with the fpirit, the patriotic 
principles of EngUfhmen.— On this account I am dc-> 
cidedly of opinion, that the Militia, being an occa- 
fional fupply from the efFe£live refidents of the Ifland, 
fiiould.be diflind in every refpe6l, except in the mefe 
machinery of difcipline, from our Marching Regiments. 
Woeful will be the hour, when a commercial country 
fo circumfcribed as Great Britain is, mufl have its 
Towns and Villages devoted to Military Tallies, in licii 
of being employed in Manufa6):ures« Had Carthage 
been an Ifland and remained commercial onfy^ Rome 
Would moft probably never have bieien an inflance of 
Republican Madnefs at one period, nor a memorable 
proolof Iipperial weaknefsat •lother. 

S Govern^ 
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Government ; and the means adopt- 
ed to give efFeft almofl as invariably 
fO likewife. Military power which 
has always been found necefla>- 
ry to fupport internal tranquillity 
and to keep off external mifchief, 
ever conftituted the mod efficient of 
thefe means; nor could this armed 
portion of fociety — (If properly con- 
fined v^ithin the falutary line of pre- 
fcribed neceffity) ever grow to , fo 
dangerous an importance as to ren- 
der civil liberty fubfervient to its 
purpofes. 



TJie moment it did, the mofl 
fatal confequences enfued. Private 

ag* 
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aggrandizement inftantly fuperfeded 

public good ; and all the milchiefs 
which can arife from felfifhnefs and 
pride fprung out of the wreck of gene- 
ral philanthropy. Where defpotifm 

had reached to the pinnacle of info- 
lent oppreflion all the gorgeous ap- 
pendages of fovereignty (a term rafli- 

ly, indeed blafphemoufly, ftiledfa. 
cred and anointed) were gathered by 
trick, arranged by artifice and main- 
tained by violence ; the Praetorian in- 
flrument of ambition among the Ro- 
mans, gradually changed into the 
Janiflary of Con flan tinople, and e- 
very crowned Tyrant throughout 
Europe fucceffively drew from the 
vanquilhed and deluded multitude 

a 
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a feparate body tp fupport exact 

tion. 

Hence that invidious malignant 
Iburce of hateful diftinftion among 
Tficn whofe duties are the fame*, an4 



♦ Where private emulation is likely to produce 
public advantage, genius and ability (hduld be en- 
couraged ; but never in fo unqualified a manner as to 
occafion invidious comparifons — On this account I 
am humbly of opinion that were the firfb Magiftratc 
of a country like Great Britain guarded by Troops 
equally didinguifhed in a rotation of equal fervicey 
more unanimity would prevail in the Army . than evi- 
dently does at prefent — I ground this obfervation upon 
tjic evidence of fa£ls — ^That the Guards fight well no 
man will pretend to deny ; but are the Guards com« 
pofcd of better blood, or, to ufe a trite expreflion, of 
better ftuffthan the reft of Englifhmen ? An honed; 
jii^wcr ?p this qucftion will be the bcft illuftratiof^ I 
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upon whom the feveral orders of fo^ 

€iety equally depend, whenever their 
tranquillity is threatened — Colours* 
muft be fought for to feparate man- 
l^ind, that tyranny, by a fort of my t 



can offer upon the remark. However, let it not be 
inferred^ either from the palTage or comment upon it 
t]>at the K — rg of England is indireflly cJ^Hed s^mong 
the Defpots of Europe* 



* Thjs does not jcpndepin a diflin£tipn of Dre^s in 
general ; but is aimed at the ridiculous and expcnfive 

manner in which the folh)wers of mere Grandeur aro 
clothed, and the little attention which is paid to real 
Mtiliiy. A Militia-man, for inftance, who truly loves 
^is King and Country, wodld advance a^ boldly in ^ 
uniform of honefl blue with the button and facings of 
his county, as a Pruflian Cuiraflier or Auftrian Huflar 
in all the trappings of loaded Difciptir^e* 

tic4 
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tical divifion of interefts, paflions 

and caprices, may be enabled to mo- 

nopolke amidft the calamities of 

a' few, the facrificed property of 

all. In a Land of Frecdoni-^and 

England has long been thought that 

Land — the principles, of , Q pvern- 
ment fhould never deviate from:thofe 

of truth and nature — Where they 
do (even then, perhaps, in appear- 
ance only) their deviation muft ne^ 
ver ftretch beyond neceflary order 
and fair fubjeftion. The Crown is 
placed by the people upon, thp. hc^d 
of one man that it may equally unite 
and guard the reft. The Grandeur 
it reflefts is not from what it holds 
within itfelf, but from what it has 

received 
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received from others. The fpade^ 
{n the humble drudgery of. til-, 
lageand the fhittle in the loorn con- 
tribute more efFeclually to the fup^ 
port of Majefty, than the coronet and 
fiar can do with all their appendages 
of rank and title. Each in its circle^ 
whether it be enlarged or circum- 
fcribed by chance or fortune, is 
equally great and Ihould be equally 
regarded. 



But in no lituation can the 
juftnefs of this obfervation be fo 
fcrupuloufly felt and followed as 
in the Military — ^I have already re- 
marked that the Revolution in 

France 
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France might have been prevented 
by a timely retrofpeft to what bias 
invariably accompanied corruptions 
in Government. Inftead of making 
a partial ufe of thofe men whofe ori- 
ginal duties go to public fecurity, 
it became the fovereign, or rather 
thofe who fattened upon indulg- 
ence to adhere religioufly ta that 
fyftem of fubordination which> af- 
fords to every individual the full 

poffellion of his rights. 

The ejlablijhment of perfeEl jujtice^ 
of perJeEl Liberty and ofperfeEl eqUaU 
ity"^ is the very /imp le Jeer et which IfAuJt 



■• - rf 



* So much Ikis been written on this expFeflibn 'that 
it is almod impofllble to offer any thing new relative 
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iffi&ttdllyfecure' the kigHiJt ■ degres of 
PYoJp&ityiHhethrei Claffis ofcii/ilized 
CoirtmuHity.' 
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to its real n^aolng ; — Nor .can we reafonably hope for 
jminp^partial aq9>cptatipa until. thc,.j).rpfcnt tide of un- 
p^cf^cntcd prgudiec X^laU haveyiol/dpd tp anhoncfl: 
TCtrQrpcaat.plaiu fa6b. It may not however be fa- 
nerflm>ii^ or triflipg tp obferve that as under the ?Ar 
fluq^ce of the old ppprcflivc Governrnent there was a 
fort, pf magical infatuation in Jie Roia Let NobUJfcy 

r 

a CQnfcioufaefs-of the manifold hardfhips they pro- 
duc^d| .^heir invidious di(tin6lions and galling pri- 
vilegQSf, rendered X-t fi^^k tt L*Egfllj.U. proportion* 
$J>ly dear* With. regard to the exceife^ (hat have fol^ 

la\^^^^ni thf; jpaiift^gnpeivedopipi^rtha^ property was 
tO\ be indeSoitely levelled by; t|;ie word Equality it 
pccji oalyi'tp.bp reqiarl^ that ai^f|i^g the numerous 
e^^t^av^ant {>rppoAtions^" t^hich inv^arlably ilTue out of 
NatipnIdebnvLdffiodSy'the Agrarian abfurdity was.fcarcc*- 
lyeverofifbred-i^hdwe avc; hourly Convinced' that no 
fuch fyfiem will obtaizi giound fo long as the majority 
cl^nikftliind coming. tQ bi9 influenced by good^fenfc. 

i:r:l::[ T This 
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This ' ineftimable obferyation tpjr 
One of the moft enligbtejied as \YeU 
as the beft inftrufted Author that; 

A very ingenious and well-informed, (I wilh I 
Could add, a coiififlent and impartial Writer) Bfas eh- 
deavoured to fubvert the db£)inhe whith places ofr- 
ginal Right and Ccinrequence fn the^'J^^iiplte by tratif** 
faring them both into the hands of the King and hii 
Nobility. He not only aflcrt^ thar^he lo^dif ^cr» 
are wholly dependent upon the tapper, but that tHey 
owe their exiflence as a part of civilized Cotiimunfty 
to them, and ought of neceflity to be thankful Q>'theif 
Mafters for not making them, what their Anceftors 
once were. Slaved, Villains, and Bbndmen^of Lknd^- 
PropTietors"-^On this principle of Reafoning anil 
Comparifon, cont4t«ics he, ** the WoAing F6orofehis 
age have the lead podible reafonr for complaint. So 
that becaufe, in.alef^ enlightened Age thantheprrefeitt]^ 
a poor man's forefather had fetters upon both his^ klg^ 
he and his children mud ^never thmk 6f having left 

upon theirs-^ Ungenerous afid' limittd- fiiggcftionrl 

\ The fame Author has obfeived in a formct Work 
(which from the real good fcnfe atfdf^Honefiy bf fcnii- 

Britain 
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Britain has produced, is, I truft my 
Ldrd, fufficiently armed at every 
point by Reafon and Experience, to 

mcnt it difcovrrs do«6 not merit this fubfcqucnt con- 
tradiftion] That the Revolution in France had produc- 
ed a Confiitution which zoith alt its faults gave the moflfen- 
Jtble advantage to the labouring part of the people^-^lt is an 
ungracious ofiice to feleft the blemifhes of a great mind ; 
but when, for the fake of argument or from motives far 
more dangerous, an enigmatical (ort of reasoning is 
adopted to conceal the groflefl Con traditions, k would 
be equally ungenerous to withold the refutation of 
them* Without therefore entering into a detail of 
much contradiftory m^itter in the Example of France a 
joarning to Great-Britain^ I Ihall content myfclf with 
quotinjg one paflage which, both for the (ingularity of 
the propofition and the inconfiflency of its principls 
deferves attention. Bringing the alarms of vvcak minds 
immediately home to himfelf this induftrious Writer 
'who, I underiland, hasfome property in Suffolk) fug- 
gefls a plan for eftabliftiing what he fomcwhat cu- 
jioufly calls ^ Militia, Rank and File, of Properly — 

baf- 
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baffle every fpecies of fophiftrjr* 

Unequivocally juft and firmly fanc- 
iioned by recurring fads, it has nei- 

As it is in Capitals, it is probably a favourite 
.idea, efpecially in a Pamphlet which teems with the 
moft inveterate hatred to every ipecies of innovation* 
I fhall leave to the judicious Reader to dilTe^l the pro- 
portion, and to every officer who underflands a Mi- 

litiatofind out the pra£Hcability of it — His words arc: 
<< A Regiment of a thoufand Cavalry — No unpleafant 
*' fchcme for fome country Gentlemen — in evejcy countv 
.** of moderate extent, juft difcip lined enough to obey 
<^ orders and keep their ranks, might be enrolled and af- 
*' fembled in companies three days in every year, and in 
** Regiments once in feven at a very moderate expence 
•* to the public : fuch an eftablifliment would give cer- 
*^ tain and permanent fecurity againft the mifchievous 
<* example of France, and the equally mifchievous 
*' propagation of principles in England^ which lead to 
" the fame Anarchy,, civil War, and blood (bed, that 
" have reduced our neighbour to her prefent defperate 
*« fituation." He further adds * that all reference to for- 
•« mcT Militia laws, is befjdc the queftion* — I fcelmyfclf 

ther 
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.ther the Rhetoric of the Hero of 

<;jhivalry to fear on one part, nor the 
accuniulated alarms of ofScial De- 

peculiaxiy happy in having fo powerful an Advocate 
for the reform not to (ay redu^lion of an Eflablifhxncnc 
-'which, as I have -lalready aiferted, is evidently defec* 
tW9« , ^or if po re£n?ence is to be had to fomBcr Mifi- 
tia laws, and a new fore of Miiipa is to be inftituted 
for the prefent moment, there cannot furely be any fo- 
lid reafon for continuing the prefent expenfive, and in 
his opinion, inadequate body of Armed citizens— Anns 
and Accoutrements arie not wanting ; and if the gentle- 
men of Aij defcription will flep forward, I make no 
doubt but their tender of fervice will be highly accept- 
able to the Chancellor of the Exchequer who in lieuof 
iffuing drafts upon the Bank for/*68o4co to pay 30240 
foot, and ^£^24966 for the bare fubfiftence of fifty fcvcn 
patriotic Colonels, independently of a multitude of field 
Officers and Captains, will have upwards of 36000 horfc 
for little or nothing-^This may be truly called Reafon- 
ing a fortiori. For befides the addition of fo large a bo- 

* 

dy pf difintercfted Cavaliers to the Army Eftabli(h- 

pendence 
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pchdencc tofhrink from on the otter* 

Nor will the adoption of its principles 

be found extraneous to the fubjeft in 

queftion, when it is confidered that 

a Militia, or more properly fpeaking 

a body of Conftitutional Troops (in' 

England at leaft) grows out of thefc 

znents, without being bunhtpromc to Government, an 
immediate demand of Clgth iind other AeqefTaries 
ivould employ the neceQitous Poor, and occafion 
a confiderable circulatidn of fpecie, which novr 
remain^ inert and ufelefs. But an obJe6l much more 
important to the Conftitution would be gained by 
raifipg from the landed Property (uch a Barrier againft 
a {landing Army, that it could not be in the power 
of any man to place the whole Military force of the 
Ifland within the circle ■ of M-*n — t— 4 influence^— 
This, however, does not feem to have flruck the inge- 
nious Author in queflion— ^Intent upon the immediate 
definition of French Principles he wages war againft 
that unfortunate people without once reflcfling that ' 
there is fomcthing to be guarded againfl at home* . 

three 
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,threeClafles--^Efpecially out qf that 
pf Jlrtificers diftinguiOied by the 
name qf the unprodu(5i;ive Clafs, and 
out of that of Cultivators diflinguifh- 
ed by the name of the produflive 
Clafs* — But moft efpecially out of 
ihe latter — For woe to the country 
at large whenever the manufa6lures 
Ihall be fo reduced as to render it a 
neceflary meafure in adminiftration 

♦ The flightcft glance at the Militia, of this country, 
as it is now compofed, will eadly prove that the prin- 
ciples of its eilal^lifhments are hourly defeated ; and 
I am forry to add for purpofes that afford Corruption 
the wideft latitude* There is a monopoly of fUuation 
which while it hinders the particular fervice of each 
J^iegiment and breeds difcontent, gradually introduces 
a general fyftem of interefted relaxation. A reference 
to the jaft printed Lift of Officers belonging to the fc- 
veral RegimentS| will explain this obfervation. 

to 
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to countenance the enlifting of Me- 
chanics in the Militia, contrary to the 
firft principles of its Eftablifhment*,; 

^ That this pafiage maiy be thoroughly undeiftoqdy 
the intelligent Reader will be pleafed to recoIle£l a 

' . i • . 

claufe in the Militia which exprefsly fays that '* aper^ 
*'^foit balloted for may produce for kisfubfiUute anian oftkt 
*tfame county or riding or fame county or riding' adj(^nir^ 
«;^ thereto ft and able for fervice^ and not having more than 
** one child in wedlock" '^m^lying no doubt a ftriS in- 
junftion for one County to interfere as little as pofiibU 
with the balloting of another and not to diminifh the 
Quota of others by a mifmanagexnent of its own. That 
this precaution is ftriftly conne6led with go6d fenfe 
and found policy muft beevidehtto every reflbftfeg 

r 

tnind. For as a Militia or Conflitutiotial Force is a fort 
ofinvifible Defence during Peace, which can never be. 
diminifhed by death" or accidents likfc a mairhing 

Regiment) Government ffibuld afall titft«'bfe'iMi^'t6 
afcertain, within a very few indeed, hbW Ittktiy'EfL 

feftivemcn can be coUcfted in cafes of civil Difcord 

' ' > • # • 

cr Invafion. This, I prcfume, can onTy be doiie (with 

mufl 
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Whenever our Continental connec- 
tions ftiall foeflfeftiially have drained 
that exuberance of fociety which 

accuracy) by the Minifter being at all times provided 
with a fiiithful return of what number each county can 
flipply. If, for irifbihce, there (hould be an uncxpc£led 
demaild of Militia Troops to cdncur' with the fniall 
number of Regulars that are generally ftation^d in and 
about the ca:pita!, to fupprefs a Popular Commotion > 
with what fecurity could the Privy Council aflcmble th6 
ITirec Middteffcx IRegiments wliert, ('bf^one Regiment 
at lead,) the Quota is never complete, and the 
greatelt nuinber of its SiibAitutes are fcattercd over Eng- 
land, To elucidate this obfervation and by fo doing to 
ihew the neceflity of iome new Law illative to the bat. 
loting of M^n for Principals and the enrolment oF 
£ubfututeS| ' I muft extend my note by referring the 
Readidr to thofe Gentlemen, who arc Lord-Lieutenanti 
or DeputieSy to explain why a Militia Regiment after 
having been fufFered to march out of its county (and 
that a po|>ulous one) 188 fhort of its complement of 
privates, (• have taketl the Field, 15^ ditto, to have ^e- 

U muft 
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muft evet be found in a flourifhing 

country, as to have rccourfc to de^ 

ffcrtcd manufaftures, it will not be 

mained throughout the whole of the encampment, 74 
ditto, and to have made the enereafe by enlifting men 
upwards of one hundred miles from the. county^ and 
(confequently not adjoining thereto) and to be at thi^ 
moment doing the feverefl: duty in Great Britain :witb 
the addition of oniy one private as late as the 25th of 
November ulto ? 

. . . • : 

The only anfwer which I h^ve ever heard givc^ 
relative to this myflcrious fubje£l ha^ been, t/uU S^JH^ 
lutes rure only balloted for once a year^ and. that nofrefk 
ballot can take place for difckargefit men^ until three months 
have elapfedi-r-As the firft Part of this Anfwer is ript 
fandionedby any A&. of Parliament, and proceeds from 
motives which 1 (hall explain at a proper time, I. will 
pafs to the refutation of. the fecond, by fhewing how 
the two claufes are, either by ignorance ox defign,.con- 
founded together. . ...,..• 

l^hc Afl; fays — If a Dcferter does npt return, in three 
months^ another pcrfon is to be iaflottfijor in his Toorn.^-^ 

- dif. 
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difficult to ereft upon the wafte of 

induftry the gigantic fabric of indo-^ 
lent op^reffion. A mere name is of 

1826,— Tn another place it is enaftcd, that a Deputy 
Lieutenant may difcharge perfons balloted Jor^ who are in^ 

Jirrn^ not of the height of Jive jeet jour inches^ or otherwije. 
unfit for Jervice. and wkojkall make oath tluU he is not 
worth j^'iQo, find to amend the lijh for the place where fuck 

perfon was balloted for^ and baUat for another per/on in his 

Jieadm To be corred, there is another claufe which iM 
unfortunately fo vague, that interested men may avail 
themfelves of it« latitude, and defeat one of the firft 
principles of tlie militia ; I fliall quote it, not only for 
the fake of being confiftcnt and accurate, but moft 
cfpecially to prefs the amendment of it upon the minds 
of thofe who wifh to render the eftablifliment as effici- 
ent as ipo^\h\^.^^When a Militia- Man is out cfthe Cowt* 
ty^ the commanding OJicer may only difcharge fuch Militia-'' 
Man, as is unfit for fef vice ; but no manfhall be balloted 

for in the rodm of tJie man difcharged. unkfsfuch difchar^ 
is confirmed under the hands of two Deputy Lieutenants, at 
0. Sub-Divifion Meeting.— Qticrj . — As the intervals be- 
little 
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little confequence to freedom, if the 

effe6i: it produces be diametrically 

oppolite to thofe rights which every 

tween one Sub-Diviiion Meeting and another may admi^ 
of much abufe, (even among honourable gentlemen who 
fiep forward at an hour of public ncceflity to ferve thei^ 
country as diflnterefied volunteers,) (hould not fome plan 
be adopted to prevent thofe extraordinary chafms in 
Militia Regiments, which are fo contradi^ory to their firft 
principles of Inftitution ? It is fingular, but not lefs irue^ 
that the fad A£l relatiug to the Militia cancels many of chf 
former A£lsy without providing fpr feveral claufes that are 
ftill abfolutely neceflary ; and I am forry to be obliged to 
appeal to many gentlemen who know how the feveral 
amendmentS| if fuch they may be called, have been fug- 
gefted for the better regulating the Militia, to fay whether 
ipme correRions ^nd additions have not been i^ade in the 

fame ratio of good fenfe as if the allpwance of a S r 

were to be increafed through the accidental motion of a 

drunken M r, and the unguarded concurrence of a 

H fe of C ns ? In tvcry thing that appertains 

to the diftributlon of public property, a wife government 

iudi- 
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individual is entitled to poffels. But 

nominal bleflings feem to have ob- 
tained the afcendancy over Englifli 

will provide againft the pofTibility of great mifcondufi, neg« 
Ifgence and peculation, by throwing round every fituation 
flich ialutary checks and reftraints, as will render it impor* 
fible for an individual or his adherents to convert efficient 
appointments into nugatory fituations. How far any pre- 
caution of the kind has been attended to in the Militia, and 
I am forry to add in feme Regiments of the Line, will ap- 
pear by the Hightefi reference to the lai^ printed Li&«r-* 

The public will difcover, fo far from there being, or 
having been, three indifpenfible checks upon each other, in 
tjiree di{lin£l appointments of trufi, (by their being veiled 
in three feparate officers) that the whole has not only been 
abforbed in one, but that fopie additional rank and advan- 
tages have accompanied the monopoly. — ^To be plain, I 
have known the following pluralities to have fallen to the 
ihare of one Man, fince the Militia has been embodied.— • 
The Pay-Maflerfhip, the Quarter-Mafterfhip, the Adju- 
tancy with Lieutenant's Pay, and the care of a Company ; 
I might likewife add the Chaplaincy, by Proxy, without 

crecju- 
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credulity. It appears fufHcient, in the 

prefent age, to almoft every govern- 
ment, to inftil into the public mind 

it's Emolument.— As it may be affierted ihu ths(e abu£:s, 
(for fucb they certainly are), do not come within the cogni- 
aiaBce of Government, the following £xtra8s are fubmitred 
lor the information of thofe who might queQion the re- 
verie.^r— I give them with minotenefi and fidelity becaofe I 
know that where the interefls of Individuals are affeSedy 
ibere is always obfiinate contradi£lion and difbelief.»«-They 
may likewise contribute iu>t a little, from the impartiality 
they carry with them, to efiabliOi that fort of confidence in 
the minds ofmy fellow*fubjeds aud btotber officers wbicb 
ftoiild be the growth of an honeft invefligation of Fafb 
Jn a word, they may fervc to difcover that a real well"* 
•wifhcr to his country docs not difclofe evils to produce 
dircontent, but tp obviate the unavoidable confeqiiences 
of ncglc£lcd reformation. Laws and Regulations are 
of little import, if they arc fuffcred to be perverted or 
ladd afide. 

" BeitcnaAed, that His Majefly'Si Forces fhall be 
muftcred on, or as near as may be to the 24th Day o^ 

thofe 
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thofe ideas which by a temporary 

prefervation of the fliadovsr conceal 
the inveterate evils that prey upon 
the fabftance^i 

December in every Year ; at which time the Commif' 
fanes ftiall, and they arc hereby direftcd and require^ 
to t^ke tiaSt Lift^ of all the Connniflioned and Noni- 
comntiiEoned Officeri ' and private Men, then aSnai^ 
exifling in the feveral Regiments, and alfo fpecifying 
the periods at which fuch Officers and private Mea 
came into the feveral Corps, and when they died or 
were removed." 

NVitiiout nioll diftandy doubting the fidelity of the Com- 
miflary General or His affifiants, who mufl have had occu- 

lar HeftimoDy of the bond Jidc exiflence of each indivi. 
dual, not upon paper, but in the ranks^ upon duty or ahfcnt 
vjiik leave, it is natural to afk whether the monopoly of 
appointments (for it cannot be called otherwife) has ever 
been remarked ? The 57th Regiment of Foot — or the 
Weft Middlefex, for infiance, has, by the laft lift, 34 Of- 

» 

ficcrs with feparate and dlftin£l appointments — The 'Wcfk 
Middlefex Regiment of Militia by a lift of alatc date con. 
tainrsi Oi&cers with a$ many appointments a£lualiy re« 

With- 



[ i59 1 
Without trefpaffing upon your 

Lordfhip's time or patience by any 

abftraft reafoning upon thofe caufes 

and efFefts which the moft common 
underflanding may trace before and 
fince the French Revolution, or at- 
tempting to give weight to thefe cur- 
fory remarks by any alarming inflan- 

cciving pay from Government- Qy — if 21 be competentto 
do the duties of 34, why (hould the expence attending the 
difference be IfFued ? If the accounts of a Regimental Pay'- 
inafter or the Occafional calls of a Quarter Mailer be fo 
intricate as to require the whoU attention of an individual, 
the Military fun6^ions are furely incompatible with either 
of thofe fituations ? But I leave the difcuffion of this fub* 
jcEi to thofe Gentlemen wkofe bufinefs it is to render every 

appointment produ£live of its feparate duties. If there ever 
was a period in the annals of Great Britain when it be« 
came the Legiflators to curtail national expence^ that pe- 
riod is before u^. 

ces 
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ces of analogy among ourlelves, I witl 
briefly fuggeft a few comparative re- 
flexions by placing a mofl important 
national queftion in two different 
points of view. A queftion, my Lord, 
fo immediately connefted with the 
very exiftence of our Conftitution, 
our Commerce, and our Reputation; 
that, were I to pafs it haftily over, I 
(hould betray the height of ignorance 
and futility. 

What then, let me alk, will our 
confolation be, or what equivalent 
fliall we receive for the blood we 
fpill abroad and the embarraffments 
which we muft unavoidably create 
at home (hould even the profpeft of 
futurity be more flattering than the 

X brighteft 
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brighteft retrofped at our Continen- 
tal Vidories ? But flaould the iffue of 

■ 

our co-operation with the Empire, 
(which was evidently threatened) 
be otherwifc than fortunate, what, 

m 

jny Lord, will be the fituation of this 
(pountry ? How will the increafed, 
not to fay the loaded, Eftablifhments ' 
of the Army be fupported upon the 
.wreck of Induftry and Commerce, 
or the difappointed patience of the 
Land be flattered into tame forbea- 
rance, when all the exertions it fan 
jnake will npt only prove abortive, 
but eventually detrimentaL -T^bc 
plain, my Lord, there is an honeft 
queflion which every Eriglifiimah 
has a ri^ht to put and which neithef 

intereft, pi'ide nor party, wil} long 

dare 



/ 
1 
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dare to leave unanfwered — If there 
be no danger at home (as there un- 
queflionably is riot) what are we 
fighting for abroad ? To prevent, it 
will be faid, the introduclion of prin- 
ciples which go to the immediate fub- 
verfion of every exifting Govern*, 
ment ; to co-operate with our Allies 
and to cruDi every fpecies of dange- 
rous innovation. And has not experi- 
ence yet convinced us how abfurd 
and impolitic it is to refiil: opinion s^ 
and to affimilatc them, by abftratl 
reafoning; to burf elves, becaufe they 
have grown from the womb of old 
pppreffion araongft others into the 
pioft lamentable perverfion of liberty 
and order? There is no fimilarity 
between France and England as far 
;i.> as 
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as the firft principles of the Conflitir- 

tion go. The multitude in France 
were kept under the level of ^ra- 
tional fubjeftion by unbounded def-* 
potifm, the multitude in England 
have been wifely provided for by 
their^ forefathers^ and are ranged up- 
on a parallel with freedom and good 

fenfe by a limited firft Order. Among 
them extremes, as they ever will, 
have produced extremes. The un- 
reftrained oppreffion of one man has 
been fucceeded by the tawlefs ty- 
ranny of many ; and bigotry, firft . 
conceived by intereft, has by an 

inverted fort of a6lion produced 

Atheifm and Irreligion. Among vts, 
my Lord, there fhould be a mode^ 
ration of principles which the gMa|« 

eft 
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:cff political refinement dan never fa 

far > pre vbnt as to bring ibout direct 
-Excefs. But as every human fyf- 
teth, froni the natural' imperfeftion 
of man is fubjef): to a thoufand in- 
cidents that may impede its wifefl: 
operations, it behoves us ferioufly 
tcr look tQ thofe plain event* abroad 
, which might: indire^ly be realised 
at home. The hue arid cry of Paf- 

tie^.havfl^iooilwg run doyrn c^lm 

inYCftigWipti : and; honeft fafls. The 
Pifeft hasi tieemcdk and will . tecr© a- 
gain, in Ifiiteijf every effgrrt to neprefs 
enquiry ,iwith political ai^ religious 
• difquifitions. Unfortunately for the 
real wellwiihers to gpod government 
the lucubrations of clofeted fenti- 

ment and iftgi^huity have gone dark- 

Y ling 
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ling through the labyrinths of abftraft 

reafon and innovation without con- 
fidering the difference between re- 
pairing an old Edifice and building 
up a new one ; original principles 

have been confounded with acceflfa. 

« 

ry propofitions ; and as interefl gene- 
rally catches the firfl alarm^ wicked- 
nefs or weaknefs — ho matter which, 
has readily taken hbld of the tem- 
perate fuggeftions of honefl invefti- 
gation^ wrapped them in the abfur. 
dities /of imprafticable Theory and 
conjured up a gigantic Phantoni of 
utter diffolution to darken: the He. 
mifphere of gradual RefbnnaticMQ. 
You, my Lord, and every feiX&ble 
di{interef);ed man in England Jkndw 
that there are public partialities 

which 
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/which not only interrupt the admi- 
niftration of public juftice but mifer- 
ably difgrace the very inftitution of 
it. We have Laws built upon pre- 
cedents the moft abfurd, and prac-* 
lices fupported by cuftom that reafon 
ridicules ; and we have regulations 
which, while they are fufFered to 
anfwer the ends of private conve* 
nience, are never laid afide — But at 
the fame time we are provided with 
Laws, Cuftoms and Regulations 
which iffeafonably put inpraflice, 
muft produce the beft effeds, but if 
neglefted every poflible calamity. It 
is here, my Lord that by Comparative 
Refleftion (however diflimilar the 
original Caufe of the French Revo- 
lution) we may difcover relative fi. 

militude 
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militude of a fecondary one From 
the perverfion of principles in the. 
government of Great Britain. To 
elucidate this remark by a familiar 
queftion, let it be afked whether up- 
on a refponfible man being arraigned 
for pegle^l of duty, civil or military, 
the mere produftion of orders to his 
dependants or fubaltern Officers^ 
would be thought a fufEcient de-. 
fence ? Although the Court might be 
willing to allow thofe orders, as I do 
the majority of our civil and military 
regulations, to be wife and falutary 
their wifdom and good ferife in thcr 
ory would never exeufe their want 
of praftice. I have already ihewn 
by a very curfory reference to fads 
that the intentions of Government 

are 
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are generally direfted to public uti- 
lity, and by the fame reference I 
have had the mortification to prove 
that they are defeated; but v^rhether 

they are rendered nugatory for pur- 

•■■'■• ' 

pofes which the leaders in Govern*, 
ment will venture to indulge, or 
from original defefl: is a queftion 
which can only be decided by thofe 
who are thoroughly acquainted with 
the tricks and fophiftry of Office^ 
The national Debt is confefTedly e- 
normous, the national Capital ^s con-, 
feffedly diminifhed, and the natipr^ 

# 

nal Intereft is confefledly increafed^ 
Thefe are three glaring Truths 
which are written upon every Ma- 
nufafture of the Ifland, acknow- 
ledged by Miniillerial loans, and 

hourly 
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hourly ftrengthened by every fort 
of civil and military fpeculation. 



It is not then againft the introduce* 
tion^ of French principles— (for with 
thofe we are perfeflly acquaintedt 
and from the original diflimilarity of 
Government as perfeftly guarded 
againft) that we are combating^ 
but we are co-operating with our 
Allies for the eftablifhment of order 
and tranquillity in a country whofe 
convulfions have fo materially affe6l- 
ed Europe — ^I will not hazard my 
^ own private opinion relative to po- 

fitive and difcretionary Treaties, be^ 
caufe I do not wifh to deviate from 
the original purport of this Addrefs 

by 
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by travelling out of our own imme- 
diate concerns into the complicated 

bufinefs of others — 'Neverthelefs, it 
does not appear either ridiculous or 

extraneous to afk whether England 
has not as mucK right to confult her 
owti internal welfare at this moment, 
as the Houfe of Auftria, Holland, 
Ruffia, or Pruffia could have when 
they left the whole burthen of the 
American conteft to her folely, and 
by an enigmatical fort of armed nu- 
trality monopolized the trade (he 
loft ? The ftandard which was ere6l* 
ed on the other fide of the Atlantic 
was as dangerous and alarming to e- 
very fpecies of monarchical inftitu- 
tion as the Tree of Liberty can be on 
this. To a limited conception of 

things 



things a difference will occur which 
every folid underftanding inuft re- 
jed*. It will be faid that the Em-; 



^ When the faccefs of the Thirtetn Cobofei. hiad iii>« 

•lufiail/ gi/eiv bir«|i lo a nmkiCtide of eptiqai^rtl opimota 

Relative to the rights and w£ORgt of motii.jthQ qnoft .j^eafpn* 

able of them foon became familiar to (bofe countries which 

'had'beeh principally engaged in the Conteft, Spain, from 

:thit'jiaiural.iiKiolei»co43rf iU iRbihiiiiRts^ flMdy' aloae^k-i 

,o^eik HgUaad (oq4 caji^ the 4^ >* ^M bowotff 

reprefTcd for ^he moment it. m^ Ipe^ both at (he Hague 

and elfewhere, it will moft probably be lighted up again 

Whenever the'couniry is fccured ' againft the irifoads 4>f a 

'fbrklgTillnomj. £Fo«UeaiGty i^^pervitded Vrincef ail;«lilh 

• what violence- it br^e oqt fron -everjr ijuirter of tf^at 

cqrrirpted.Goyemincnt wo0ld;bQ fupcrfluoiai . t<^ tpet^don. 

The tranquillity of England and the increafe of her trade 

fufficiemJy proved that the good effc^Vs qf an excellent 

Cotifiitution could not mfianily be thwarted by iheUindera 

of Ad n. Had the injia^itanti of (this iflanl Wtii 

impoverifhed by ihe excfffcs of a Court as |he people b^ 

> • 

pi re 
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pfifc and the Monarchies of Europe 
could not be affeded by the Rebel- 
lion of America, becaufe that Re- 
bellion was confined to partial prin- 
ciples and direded againft Great 
Britain only — Such is the reafoning 
of narrow Speculatifts in politics — as 
if opinion could be reftrained by 
4iftance« or be circumfcribed to time 
and place ! Six Years had fcarcely 
elapfed when Truth, like the vifi- 
tation of Providence, fettled in the 
very bofom of a Country whofe 
falfhood and intrigue had without 
one impulfe of honour or humanity, 
aflifted others to obtain what muft 

Fnncewere^ the piciful attempt at a Revolution in a 78* 
would foon have rifen into one general Effort. 

Z ulti- 



ultimately deftroy thewMfelves — It 
is here again^ my L<M^dy tihait a vrixie 
diffimilarity prefents itfelf between 
£)ngland and the reft of Europe acid 
that the danger of Frencb principles 
with regard to the Conftiibution and 

ita original governixtent, is fbniid pe^ 
culiarly groutidkfsw Had these not 
been a mididle clafs of mea whofe in- 
duftry and wealth en>pk>yed atid fed 
the lower ranhi, and by pc^fling 
the means a^Sbrded und^iiable tef^ 
timony df the gooditefs of that Con^ 
ftitution^ the example ^ of Am/oncdk 
would have eaiily broksib dow^ 
ev^ry ftnce of privileged ordterraad 
coercion. The Manufatlures were 
not as yet fb nrach redtH^cd aft» t» 
force into the ftreets of every cata^ 

mercial 



mercial Town and Village thoufands 
of unemployed Artificers and Me- 
chiinics, nor were Military Eftablilh- 
meats fuddenly widened to become 
the receptacles of private wealth or 
public tvant. And what, my Lord, as 
' I have alredy aiked (and as no well- 
wilher to the country can afk too of- 
ten) what will be the iiTue of our 
brighteft Efforts? What Will Dun- 
kirk, though it fliould be more fuc- 
cefsfully attacked and laid in Afhes, 
as Valencinnes has been, or what will 
Marfeilles, Bourdeaux or St Maloe 
though more fecurely garrifoned 

than Toulon and peacefully preferv' 
ed like Conde ; what in a word 
will a triumphal entry into the Ca- 
pital of that unfortunate kingdom 

give 
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give to us and to our defcendants ? 
A (hprt lived blaze of temporary con- 
queft which (hoots acrofs the gloom 
of others, without affording one fo- 
lid comfort to ourfelves !— If with 
the fpirit of a timid and vindi£):ive 
woman, we are feeking to revenge 
ourfelves on the inconfiftent threats 
of momentary faftions, over whom 
the blade of retribution hourly 
hangs ! Is the melanchdiy iati$fa6);ion 
qf adding to bloodfhed and defola* 
tion equal to the flaughter of our 
braveft Troops, or the accumulation 
of an enprmous debt ? If to acquire 
poffeffions in that diftrafled Lan<|, 
is the uncertainty of tenure equal to 
the certainty of difburfement ? Does 
not Hiftory fufficiently cpnyince j^s 

thiat 
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that however extended the conquefts 

of this country may have been upon 
the Continent of Europe, the advan- 
tages they produce were not only 
fhort and limited, but eventually 
i pernicious. . Without recurring^ my 
Lord, to a very xiiflant period and 
fixing the flattered imagination upon 
the Viftories of Agincourt or Cr^fly, 
let us candidly weigh Marlborough's 
fucceffes againft the luicanceUed 
debte which ftill opprefs us? And if 
it fhould be proved that, from thofe 
days down to the laft unfortunate 
attempt upon S|:. Maloe by his def- 
cendant. Great Britain on no one 
occafion whatever has ever been be- 
nefited by the moft unbounded con- 
tinental vi6).ories, what m^dnefs muft 

we 
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we not attach to th^t obftm^Ue per 

feveranoe which qvtibbles about the 

means of o|:>taining Peace by analy f- 

%ng negociation ? As if human na 

i|ure, or rather the policy of man was 

(To altered amongfl: us^ that cuflom 

and experience (hould no longer be 

reforted to when even the dcarcft 

Interefts of the Land demand k^.: A 



♦ I recoIIe£l having heard from a very worAjr Gentle- 
fnani who was not entirely unknown to the Mar^uii «f 
Jjaofdown, that if anyparticplar mao or fet of men could 
he conGfient neither prejudice nor fortune would ever ma- 
terially moleft them. The cloven foot of intereft or igno- 
rance is never fo vifible as when precedents are iaduflii- 

oufly quoted or reje8ed to anfwer private pprpofes. Miiyf* 
ters feldom chufe to put in praQice, although their ad- 
herents often repeat it as occafion fuitS| what our ipiruita- 
ble didaflic Bard has written — 

All partial £vil univerfal Good. 

Court 
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€<*att,-full as j)rbud and much mare 

rrisghificettt th^ti (mt\ a Cabinet 
^(jaally flif 6Wd awd for more fortu^ 
note in ftate-fiheiTe^ and a peo][xlo 
more readily pufhed into war by a 
i<ixrtof iriagicat dei^rfiGn which cxi 
ifts no longer^ did not' ferfitple to rcf^ 
iteive and fend Ambafladoufs to 
€foin\4relI ; rior te fufFer the creden* 
tidls of Verfailles to be delivered 
whkiit fight of the very fpot on which 
their {centered Relative had loft his 
head ;. ahd that by the exprefs com* 
mand: of hm they knelt to. And 
why fhould E/ngland, my Lord, with 
tf&e tmet«t recollc6lion before her of 
Whi* aft Artierican Congrefs oi^ Con^ 
Vtetttioa arrogantly claimed and fhe 
sts' k^^hnbly gmnted^ affix dignity or 

difgrace 



difgrace to this or that fet of mcrr 
becaufe alliance like convenient clan- 
fes^ can be conftrued as any parti* 
cular party may judge fit. Every 
man knows that the faith of Treaties 
hangs upon a thread which a thou- 
fand vicif&tudes may break; and 
which at different times is attached 
to fo many different obje6i;s that the 
breach of the mod ferious fliipula- 
tions between one Cabinet and ano- 
ther, produced no other eflfeft upon 
the commonalty to mankind in gene- 
ral than temporary buftle and con^ 
fufion. Before the reafon for engag- 
ing in a war can be thoroughly 
difcuffed and underftood, the parties 
grow fick of its calmities and peace 
is made. The good or bad efie£ls 

of 
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of the one are fcarcely felt before 
the other i» lighted up again^ and the 
human intelle6): is thus hurried out 
of alatitude of calm refle6i;ion into a 
.vortex of counterading principles—^ 
If Lord Auckland had authority to 
treat with Dumourier, upon the fkirts 
of Holland in January, 1793, Lord 
Elgin^ or any other Lord, may with 
equal con (iftency oflfer and receive 
conditions upon the Confines of Bra- 
bant or French Flanders in Ninety 
Four. 

To addrefs you in this ftile, my 
Lord, is to lay, without flattery. 
or equivocation that whilft I revere 
you for your pa.triotic zeal and 
would cheerfully embark in the 

2 A fame 



fame hazardous ufloertakittg*, I can- 
hot fo far facft€«ee the ooAVi^idii t>f 
ray own mind is tt) difedVfcr & laom 
fpeedy terminatm df this fAdl^di«»» 
ly Conteft m <3flfeafivc thaft ^fen- 
five meafijres prt ottr part uttlefe h 
be conceived tf^At the tVfeWbfe will 
more readily Meit to the EttglS^ 
and their Allies whilft tkey ^- 
ffent theii' -diftates From %he pdbstt 
of the Sword and Bayonet, than 

r . • 

they w6nld wef6 we to wfthdtttw 
our Armies, fecure our own idt- 
fencelefs fhores and leave dellifioii 
to defeat itfelf ? The behelits which 
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^ The Author having obtained Lord Moira';; permiffion 

• ' r ■ r 

to accompany the £xpediti<^ for Britanny, applied twict 
for leave and was twic^ refuiTfia. 

have 



have been lavifhly promifed to this, 
c^ountry by a ftate preparation and 
its confequent Armaments, are per- 
haps to be realized at lall by a ftate 
of armed negociation. Every Mi- 
nifter, my Lord, has a favourite 
meafure. In the bufinefs of finance 

• « 

a thoufand objefts rife which either 
anfwer or defeat his ends, and the 
adminiftration of public property is 
either marked by the wifdom or 
ignorance with which they.are adopt- 
ed. We are ftill, however, to learn 
the policy and good fenfe which fug- 
gefted the t;vo laft Armaments, and 
if Nootka Sound is to be buried with 
the Manilla Ranfom we are ftill left 

to difcover (in monthly letters of 
fervicefor the raifing of Independent 

Com- 
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Companies*) how an equivalent will 
be gained for the immenfe intereft 

which a temporary faving muft even- 
tually bring upon us. Let us then^ 
fince we muft indulge conjeAure — 
luppofe for a moment that your 
Lordlhip is to remain in Guernfey, 
for thfe Coaft of Britanny will hot 
eafily be vifited by invading Britons 5 

"* It requires little penetration to difcpver the reafbp 
why fo many Independent Companies are raifed and fo 
many valuable Officers fiill left on Half-Pay whilft (h« 
unfledged Tons of Noblemen obtain rank and are fenc 
upon fervices of trufl and danger without having fcarcely 
learned which leg to put forwards firft^ nor even to come to 
the Right ahout with judgment and propriety. An Army?— 
it will be faidt^is raifed at a fmall cxpence->-true — but 
that Aimy muft be clothed and fed. and tfaofe Officers 
at the reduction of their feveral Regiments, muft be addeid 
IP the Half-Pa^ Lifl^ I^odif mibi crSi tibi ! 

let 
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let us even go further and fuppofe 

you at St. Maloes, Cancale, Doll and 
Granvillfers ; not to penetrate, with- 
out reflefting upon an indifpenfable 
line of communication, into the inte- 
riour parts of the country, but with 

s the Sword and Olive in your hand 
to reconcile divided interefls and fen-, 
timents the mod repugnant; even 
then, my Lord, what or where would 
the advantages of England be? Would 
they be found in the boaftful records 
of the Crown and Anchor Affociati- 
on, in the rhapfodies of hireling or 
deluded writers, or in the miftaken 
zeal of timorous credulity? 

If, like a defperate Gamefter, flie 
has fet the whole of her internal re- 

fources 
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fources upon the chance of war, and 
like him fhould be irretrievably un- 
done by having it againft her ? Will 
they be found abroad in the blazon^ 
ed triumph at Vallenciennes or in the 
momentary halt upon the coafl of 
Dunkirk ; or will they be realized 
at home by all the fophiftry that ei- 
ther the Robe or Caflbck can fug- 
geft ? No ! my Lord, after having 
become parties in the quarrels of a 
family which from time immemorial 
has endeavoured to undermine us, 
we ftiall in vain look for the folid 
bleffings of relinquifhed commerce 
or the blood, treafure and reputation 
of infulted manhood, amidft the 
froth of Chivalry, or the illufive 

Ian- 
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language of affeftcd Piety*. Yet ad- 
mitting, — as I am ready to do, rather 
thaua be fuppofed to afie^t any extra- 
vag^rtf fl»are of penetration — that 
ibme good may arife from our co- 
Operation with the JEmpire*, becaufe 

• The fcDfible man is here referred to che very aftive 
part which the m^ek followers of Jefus Chrlft have taken 

n the political dilctiflioiii of the liinef. 

* We are, in h&f become parties in the quarrels of a 
ikmHy to wliich neither King, Lords -nor Commons are 
related, lUilefs it he by a nominal je ne fcai quoi ; and in 
the ultimate arrangement of which we fhall mod probably 
he feverely taught to eKperience the general confluences 
of an officious interferencSk Should the old govensment 
of France he reftored, which God forbid ! will not the 
lame fpirit of intrigue be prevalent at Vcrfailles, and the 

Amejealoufy be kept alive that invariably marked their 
voundli ? Naturam licet furc^ expcllas tamen uf^e recar- 
reiti Gratitude is too tender a plant to outlive the fiorms 
«f national Convulfionsi or to grow beyond the wreck of 

fome 
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fame (hort -lived evils may perhaps 

have been obviated by a delulive 
interruption of domeftic murmurs 
and difcontents ; neverthelefs it is 
of no fmall confequence, during 
our patient fubmifEon to unavoid- 
able expences to make every dif- 
burfement of public property cor- 
refpond with its feparate eijd ; and 
as Government (in the acknowledg- 
ment of fonie corruption) does not 
think this a proper time to remove 

parties-^lhould the Royallllt facceed'^-*-A circumflaoce 
much to be doubted — there muft be a coxnpromtfe at leaft 
with the people at large ; and when time and. mtttoal in- 
terefls (hall have fwept away the traces of their own dif« 
fentions, the very men who are laow divided into ^ppofite 
Fa^ions will coalefce and the conduQ of bath pirlies to- 
wards Great Britain readily fuperfedc the temporary 
Gratitu^ of One* 

old 
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old abiifes^ let the iiitrodufllon of 

hew ones be ftudioufly prevented — 

..... . . ■ ' 

Of the itiimenfe addition which has 
been made and is hourly making 

ft 

to oiir external Force— for fuch I 
call the Line, the Guards and Hano- 
Verians without including the ftipen- 
diary Troops from Germany — little^ 
inore can be faid than, that as Eng* 

land, to ufe a trite expreffion, has 

. . ■ , • ■ ' 

made a bad bargain {he m'ufl abide 
by th6 confequences- 



The different ftatement* which I 
have offered in the foregoing pages 
relative tc our Army Eftabiifhments 
in general, the fubfeqiient compa^ 
rativq fcries of hiftorical fads, and 

2 B the 
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the many inferences which I have 

left room, for in the detached manner 

they are given, afford ftronger proofs 

of what the ultimate iffue mud be 

{hould the War continue than either 

■ ■ # 

pious hope or political intrigue can 
promife. To, continue the fubjeft, 
why, my Lord, when a veiTel has 
above fix feet water in the hold, 
fhould her quarter-deck be lined 
with pampered grandeur, while thofe 
who fweat and labour at the pump 
are left to perifh by negled ? This 
is a home-queftion ; a queftion that 
goes into the remoteft corners of 
patronage and dependence ; but 
which will neither prove the Gonfti- 
tution to be bad, the people at large 
to be inimical to mpnarchy, nor the 

Govern^ 



^Government of the country defici- 
ent in Theory. It js a queftion, my 
Lord, which can only afford thofe 
men who are fondly rocked in the 
indolence of pofleflion, who, in a 
word love to-day but leave to-mor* 
row to itfelf— Is the Treafury of the 
Nation, then, fo much exaufled that 
Military employments,' muft, like 
India fcrips, be ha\yke<i about the 
alley, and the bed bidder be prefer- 
red* to merit without u reference to 

Tervice or ability ? If the means to 

I. 

carry on hoftilities be, equal to the 
expenditure they occafibn, why does 
the lift of half -pay Officers flare 
M— n— ^s in the face with all the 
gloomy file nee .of reproach ? If the 
cl3*fcger of invafion from abroad be 

as 



as real as the fpirit of unqualifie4 

I _ f IP 

difafFeSion is fiftitious at home, why 
are upwards ol'Two Hundred aiKjjl 
Thirty vacancies to be found in the 
]VIi<litia, or. a . ^9pojpo^y. of , fit.Uj^9fj 
for .the fake of lucre ? p.|?^Jen^^n, 
pxy Lord, Dunces, jl^^rqu|ffes*,.3^^jOT 
nets and 'Squires wl^o y9lun tartly 
l^ep forward to defend their houl^. 

* To convince the Worid that' i\Ai ^^t a flilti^ ot 
hazarded intenogalbriea without fouodatiotii I b^ \tift 
to refer my readepto.a ^e^i^ent p^ Mij^u^^^^^^^ 

lately quartered at Cofport, for a confirmation of the foU 
* ■ ■. ■■ • 

lowing fatl, — A Gentleman of Fortune is at this moment 

\n axiiplocnatic fitaati^on feveral hundrect itill^outof £ng« 

land although af^u^Uy Cplgqel of a CouQ^ Batulion tm^ 

hodied for fervice^ an^ receiv<p$ lahe whole ,of his Sub&* 

tence, without the mod triflipg dedu£lion. There are o* 

ihers, with the rank 6f FiclJ-Officers, who not only draw 

tbeir pay but take «»ery advantage that their Ittoatian af. 

hold 
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hold Gods cannot fu rely look for 
every trifling emolument that i&.at^ 
tached to^ rank — If they, dp, how 
fhall we explain their trumpeted 
poiTeQions of difmiereCted zea:l ? 
And if they do not, how fhall we ac- 
count for that eafv indifference a- 
bout the duties.pf their apppiqjtRjqnls} 
jvhich fo frequently 'jdefea ts the wif-^ 
eft orders* ? Should the country be 

- • • 

|x}fds«-3^«ftfae{e are difinterejted' HonoufMc Gentlemen 
who ferV e tbeir Cbumry for nothing I 

. Let thofe think now who never thought before, 
Let thofe who always thought now thinl^. do n^ore | . 

His Majelly does not approve of OfHc^rs in the MilitL^ 
going to the Armies upon the Continent.— Yet the Colo- 
nel of a ,Mi|itia-Regii|[iejit may go ai A'a^f[f4^{xt to 
Venice, 

, • • ' t * • 

* I have heard it afTcrted*— And if I may judge froifi 
the dhtiiidity of drefs which daily prefents itfelf |n fomc 

m 
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in danger it will contribute little to 

her defence to have it faid that the 
leading Officers of her conftitutional 

« 

I^eguneiUs oFMititia, the aflertion do^s not feertr ill-found" 
€ii....That the Coloneli of the m have a fuU and undifputed 
right to drefs and undrcfs^ to add and to diminifh, to give 
facings or not to give ihem^ &c. to make, in a word, a 
whole Battalion the illufiration of Old Vellum'? whimfical 
idea of a Beard and no Beard,-— That is in plainer words 
tp bavp Flank Cooipaniei which are Grenadiers and arc 
not Grenadiers, Light-Infantry Men and not Light-Infan- 
try Men, Serjeants and not Serjeants, &c«— -Tiiat I tnaf 
not appear partially ievere or geoerally romantijc, vL appeal 
to the worthy Marquis, with whofe expreflion I have 
opened this Addrefs, for a confirmation of the following 

When the three Regiments commanded by Lieutenant 
General Johnflon— An Officer not only diflinguifhed by 
his length and eclat of Service, but defervedjy valued for 
the politenefs of his manners-r--Were reviewed— The 
^inc afibrded to the obferver's eye one of thofe fingular 

Forces 
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Forces are memlDers of this or the 

V 

1 . 

other houfe^ or that they are men of 
property and influence. Greater 

motley- figures which neither pleafe nor immediately dilgufl* 
. Two thirds at lead of the Brigtde were placed upon th« 
fight wiog withcockcrd hats to aAa» Greoadter?, on the 
left of whom flood the Light Company ; next to tbeie, si 
fmall body of large- (ized men with Grenadier-Cap>, was 
drawn up, whic^ compofed the center, while the teft pre- 
fented a whimfical range of Helmets purchafed from tho 
Light Horfe,— So thatinllead of a fine Company of Gre- 
nadiers, properly accoutred, being pofled upon the righfy 
every feature of a Battalion-Company was preferved, and 

r 

only checquered in the mod trivial manner by a coloured 
feather.— The center, on the contrary, was 'not only 
dreiTed like Grenadiers, but confided of men who wereun*' 
commonly tall and full chelled, two requifites for a good 
riorht-fiank-man ; too many comments have already been 
made upon the left, to require any adf^itional obfervaiion 
here; but that I may not leave the fubje6l without having 
given a full and clear idea of the fa6l in qucflion^ I will 

exer- 
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exertions than mere temporary fer- 

vice can afford will be required on 
fuch art occafion, and fhould it ne- 
ver occur, does not the poverty of 
the Land point out other channels 

take the* liberty to roentton ray own npcftk the otcifibn--^ 
which) ridiculous as it may feenl, is flill before me in three 
di{Hn6i figures compoCng one line of fmalt Geefe upon the 
right, large' Norfolk Ttirkies in the center, and Sdffex Dab^ 
Chicks upon the left. 

I hope no gentleman of the feveral Corps alluded to will 
take this whimfical comparifon in dudgeon, or interpret 
any part of the remark into perfonal ridicule. Feelings as 
I do, the greateft rerpe£l for thofe with whom I had the ho* 
nour to be intimately acquainted, I fhould be for^y to (a- 
crificc their good opinion to the mod trifling dilate of wit 
or humour. But farcical reprefentations frequently pro* 
duce more effed than the fevereft animadverfion. The 
intent, beGdes, is incontrovertibly good, fince it goesito 
prevent the mod trifling deviation froio the Regulations of 
the Army. 

for 
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for the diftribution of upwards of 

£2^000 annual fubfi ftence to Colo. 

nels only than thofe of vociferated Pa- 

triotifm ? It may perhaps be anfwer- 

edthat the country is neither fo impo- 

verifhed nor the Treafury fo much 

exhaufted as to Hand in need of any 

filch voluntary tender on the part 

of property in the Militia, nor the 

Aroy .{9 encroached upon by ad- 

yeotitiQUs; purchafe as to preclude 

ack»nowledged merit and ability. 

If >the evideftce of f^6ls to the con- 
trary wfere not hourly before us af- 
fertions of the fori might be credited 
from the confidence with which both 
<tbje6);s ate fuppoi^ted in contradidi* 

ojn to them, 

2 C T* 
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To be ironical on an occafion of 

this fort, my Lord, or to checquer a 
fubjeft — which is a ferious and me-- 
lancholy one indeed — with' whimii^ 
cal fuggeftions may be thought un- 
worthy of it. The fingTiktity of^ehe 
Age we live in is the only ^xcufc I 
can offer for obferving that as^lbe 
wealth of the country is ddmittec) to 
be equal, if n6t fupe¥ioP, %o fifWty 
home or foreign-expekiiii^tilre'Jttiid 
the war may confequently^ be'^^^a** 
ried on, a very refjJeftiiblfe iCorps iddk 
Relerve might be formed^ of firitiih 
Generals, &c; There cotild beJ ino 
difficulty in drawing them frdm the 
loaded flieir of promoti6iVVa&d jhc 
advantages would be the greater be- 
caufe every one, in his feparate capa* 

city 
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•City, would be able to act as an 
Ulyfles, a Neftoror an Ajax — On the 
other hand, a Battalion of indepen- 
dent young Noblemen, who have 
obtained more rank in one day than 
many hundreds in the Line can de- 
rive from twenty years fervice, 
might be collected to fill the diffe- 
rent Pofts of Honour — Such as at- 
tacks of Batteries, advanced Piquets, 
-Light Infantry manoeuvres, and a 
variety of other defperate but glo- 
rious enterprizes — All this might be 
done without the mod trifling inter- 
ruption in the regular rotine of the 
main Army by difgufting patronage. 
'To be ferious, my Lord — for I feel 
-the impropriety of humour — would 
not the defigns of a wife and juft Ad- 

miniflration 
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miniftration iiave been more efFec- 

dually, anfwered, and the country 
at large have been better ferved had 
the nobility generoufly ftepped for- 
ward to fupport them without load- 
ing an EftabliQiment that has alrea- 
dy pafled its bounds by a burthenr 
fome loan of Officers and men ? But 
I digrefs — Miniftry, I make no doubt 
(allowing myfelf to think as many 
good people do) have very fubftan- 
tial reafons for the extraordinary 
mcafures they purfue ; and time 
alone mud unravel the myflery. 
Without, therefore, joining the ma- 
jority of the people — at leaft the fin- 
cere wellwiihers to the country — in 
an unqualified exertion of conti- 
liental hoflilities, permit me, my 

Lor4 
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Lord, to fuggeft a few reflexions re- 
lative to our home-Eftablifhments, 
but mod efpecially the- Militia: — An 
Inftitution as laudable in its lirfl; 
|)rinc'ples as it is hourly made other- 
wife by the preverfion of them— 

Grafping, as a mind like yoiir's muft 
do/every preceding thought and re- 
lative remark within a narrow cir- 
cle of perfpicuity it will be unnecef- 
lary to go beyond a ftatement of 
bare faSs, as the amendments will 
be naturally didated to you by your 
own judgment and experience, 

■ 

To begin then with what I humbly 
conceive to be an objeft of no fmall 
importance to a country that is drip- 
ped of every other internal defence, 

why. 
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why, let me afk, is any one Regiment 
of Militia incomplete ? Why are Ofl5- 
cers at an hour of imminent danger — 
for the French may return us the 
intended compliment of invafion — 
allowed indulgencies of fituation 
which muft inevitably defeat the 
purpofe of their appointment ? Why 
are whim and caprice to be gratified 
<§ jat the expence of real fervice*^ while 

* I have faid, in the introdu£lion to this Addrefi, that 
it is not my with or intent to call the wifdom of Govern- 
ment in queftion fo far as relates to the generality o^ 
rules and regulations for the Army and Militia , in proof 
\vhereof feveral extra£ls have been offered — But I have 
unavoidably called in queilion the pra£lice of them — A 
reference to the laft general Mufler will convince the 
Sceptic whether the following injun£lions have been %h 

fended te. 

/ 

<* And whereas it is efTential to the good of our fervice 

the 



■/ 
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the voluntary exertionsL — if fuch they 

^^ihat the A/ms, Accoutrements and Cloathing of our Re* 
ccgiaei^ts flioi^ldbe always kept complete and in proper 
^^ prder^ and that tke Ari£lefi attedtion (houid be paid not 
*5 oolf to ibe .Oiicipliae, bat to the interior <£conomy 
<* jof each Corps, it is our will and pleaTure that' the foU 
<' lowing retams be ma(?e op and fent to our Secretary at 
<*AV^r^ and ' adjutant General rerpe£livel3r<^-«viz— -A re- 
<< turn of Officers prefent and abfent ; a return of Non^^ 
^^iCooHniCTiooed Officers and prtvace Men ; a genecai re<* 
*i turn of the Regiment ; a Field return ; and aretnm of 
^t<ihe Atm^> Accoutrements and Clothing. That the 
*' dfficeiJi who Qi^l refpeAivdy receive and infpe^l each 
«< Regiment, do add fuch further remarks ' and obfervati- 
^ oAs of his Own, as may, in every particular, (end to give 

'< u^ full information of the a£^aal flate and condition of each 
»« kegiment/' 

. A correQ fiate of ^ne Regiment of Miliiia.as it Aood 
at four different periods, has already been offered in the 
precceding flieets.'-^Ic cannot be extianeoiu to the 
it^jeft to giy^ . the following . remark on the con* 

. may 
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may be called — of our country gen- 

Sequences of us dorng fevefre duty ia fo incom- 
plete a . (late, while there are Regiments within a dayli 
march who have neither been eucaoiped, nor been feot tor 
garrifon, yet are full and effeBtire 10 a Man* Let it not, 
however, be inferred that either the Officers or Men be^' 
longiDg to the Battalion in ^ueflion are aver£e to fervice' 
if a voluntary tender of it in two inSances c4fi- prov^ iho 

contrary, thofe inflances have occurred, and tbey hart 
Hiadd the tender. Where the fault lies— for I: will' ndt 
conceive it pof&ble that any Regiment ihould hn^ ;p^aally 
ilU.ufcd— 'I know not,<— There is # grofs nc glf^ ^QfliC* 
where*— -Ainong the evils- It has already produce^, tte fnb^ 
fequent one; is not the moil triviiU-^Withia the laft five 
days the Sick LiA amounted (o 53^ out of 329'duty Biesy 
212 of whom are each day for guard.— ^Let any man who 
underftands a rofler, form his calculation of relieft, and he 
will not be furprifcd to find 53 difcafed out of 329, whilfl: 
the return out of 161a French Prifonert was only 
63 on the fame day, — iYct one body of men arc fuppofed 
to be the picked ivbabitants of a county, while far the 
greater uumber of the other confiBs of old^ wounded end 

tlemen 
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% 

]|ajf flunred miferable obj^d?, attended bj^ all the viciffi* 
tu^^es oj^foql aif and €i(^c (^(u^m^mei^* 



■ 'I .'■ 



Again : ** The commanding Officers of Militia-Cbrpt 
'' are hereby apprized that hi^ Majefl jr )ias given brdbr)' to 
^'the OeiiJQtfal OffllBtri^boamaading. in Qamps 00 Qiftjri^ls 

.4tif||k ltt<TtpOTt io hit M^Bj tffAm iffA^^q^i ^ Vi;?gHlfK- 
«fitjF5 and ■ Begliftete^ vkfcb Affr^flW- 4iftqw; ift 1% 
<<.iMdisaQ£8aiii\g/lkf:aiC60iApM]0fi4J^^ )h$, f^^J^p 

*' upon thdm ; as well as every inllance of ezccfs , i^(.]f|)f 
'^ quantit^or price of the neceflaries furniflied to the men ; 
'^ of Teflciiend^' iki the^l^kntity ati'd'gbodbef^ of the Arti«< 
<^^ciet at whidli '^ey are allowed tb'Ue charged ; M ii 



«^cU 



<< Expenditure fbr articles o^ Dreis or Qrdameht not fane- 
f* tioned by his Majefty's Regulation, ' 
. , rath of Septemhpr, lyg^* 
. n r War. Office . 



>• • 



The feltowing' anecdote may perhaps' convitoee- fom« 

^i^djlte, tKa^ihf Ittleioilioecondttiy of a regliiieftt is' of Jo 

JTmall tokftqueoce to the wiliare of h;«-I do not jgtve it In 

"'''^-^ 2 D pulated 



Vi4^ ihe firft pr'mcipltt of the 
Mil^i^ dre fuppofed to have amply 
provided for every part of thfc 
Coaft ? It is not fufficient, my Lord, 
in thefe Times, to have Fleets in 
i\n4 or Ftdjingin theChaBncl — Tbsi:^ 

plification of ir, efpecially as every part of the coaft af« 
fords varieiy of inflances in point—I have beard it iaid 
that a certain D— — « ihould be indulged in bis peculiar 
turn for fuch experiments as he does not rec.eive the leafi 
emolument from his (ituation-^ Does this indemnify tht 
country for Millions of voted fums to build and rebuild 
^UkfferVidAble Forts or is it a iufficteiH ^aftver to the pub- 
lic, in idftanices of e^ur pr mifappUcatioa of psuional 
property-* te fay that thepeiibn who bM the chief 4it^60- ' 
tidn of the ordtaance is rather impoverifted than eoricbed 
by the charge ? As well might the Steward be taliod VB« 
luable who, neglejEb or mifinanages an Eftate in huh a 
manner as to reduce the income annually, becaufe he has 
undertaken the care of it without perfonal locfe dr teo« 
^ument* 

is 
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id a fpirk -of Enthuflafm, goaded by 
exCefsi^ population and confeqnent 
atct&ty among our foes wiuch looks 
for »o fccurity beyond the fword-** 
Wifeli 4i&, I itat, tjiere is a torpoor 
and in»6livity derived fram. /jonfi- 
denee hV-^gt^9unded, that may Sptcm 
*M'latfe<ebfi[v4nfce the firmeft advocate 
fer 'every meafure <5f the prefent 
'Admmillration, ^at the means a- 
adopted to fecure the liHand are as 
inadiquate as the yefources ate fu& 

ficient to proteft it if pr<]perly ap- 
.plied. 



What then — it may be afked and 
not improperly — would the friends 
of the people, as they are fliled in 

one 
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one quarter, the advocates for a Re- 
form as they are called in another or 
the wellwifljers to the country as 
they call themfelves in every fituz^ti- 
on and place, oppofe to the poffible 
ijntrodu6l;ion of Anarchy through the 
medium of French principles ? They 
would oppofe that, my Lord, which 
every honeft man ijiuft lament with- 
in him ; they would oppofe (to make 
thofe evils lefs) the real fityation of 
the Merchants and Manufafturers, 
tjie real roiferies of th? poor hourly 
incrcafed by the ftagnation of f r^de, 
againft the ji^titious alarms of our 
countryrGentlemen and Ljnmolefted 
penfioners ; they would oppofe a Mi- 
litia Eftablifliment cleared of innu- 
merable abufes, againft the invafions 

of 



oF every external enemy ; they 
would oppofe an unequivocal facri- 
fice of private lucre and convenience 
againft a vifible delapidation of pub* 
lie property for my fterious purpofes ; 
they would annihilate Corruption 
by an immediate diflblutioii of fine- 
cures, and call forth neglefted merit 
by anlequal diftribution of fervice- 
able rank and emoluments at home, 
and thiey would a<pquire the means 
by!a termination of hoftili tips abroad. 
Or if we muft continue in the de- 
plorable fcenes of blood and defola- 
tioni;they would pl^ce us in fuch.a 
ftate of defenoe . as ( neither to dread 
a deligning Enemy without nor have 
to guard agaipO: a far more dange- 
rous one within ; they would im- 
prove 



pr6ve our Navy, reduce the uf^lei^ 
part of our Military eftablilbBP^ntSi 
leave the mummery erf Fortificatiam 
to moulder without aflbrding aay 
further records of ufelefs extrava^ 
gance ;. employ the outcaft of comr 
iftuoity m the cultivatioa'oi: foffei^fa 
difcoveries or in moments of de%ey 
rate enterprize^ ;• they \4»auM: have 
a cordon of ef]fe£b^i« a^tiMery^ aldng 
thecoaft inth^ rdofift*ttf«'ill*-diiwJeftcd 
m^ as ill-provided batteries j thp^ 
would, at a left cx^elnee tfiaii but 
prelent cftabKflhttieat ittcuS-, fe^v« ^ 
formidable Fleet ait Sea, a well ap- 
pointed! Army oh Lftnd, ahd^evswry 
poffeflSon abroad atnply ft^uiS^itHi 
d&ubly guarded. - ikil Wo**; they 
would oppofe .you', ^!»y^L«ffid end 

others^ 



.« 
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Others that think and acl as you do, 
as centre-points of confidence be- 
tween the monarch and his fubje6ls 
againft partial miftruft, and place the 
Nation in a predicament to be able 
to offer or accept of peace without 
difhonouring Great Britain. They 
would oppofe the ingenuous temper 
of a man who is defervedly efteemed 
by all Parties againft the pride and 
petulance of a few who would Ta- 
crifice the many, and by fo doing 
they would reftore to the Land at 
large the Commerce it has loft, bind 
up the bleeding wounds of its inha^ 
bitants, give energy to reafon, and 
leave Deliifion to govern where Ig- 
norance prevails. 

END. 



